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785 | our powers of comprehension is to us awe-striking and 


enjoyment. How easily, too, we can bring this joy 
into the hearts of our friends by a considerate use of 
the little things and unexpected opportunities that are 
always presenting themselves for our improving! 


That which is of little ultimate consequence to us 
God often withholds from us, in order that we may 
seek that which is of greater consequence to us. He 
limits the natural vision in order that we may acquire 
and employ the spiritual vision. Whatever transcends 


stupendous, whether it be in the realm of the infinitely 
great or the infinitely small. We feel our own little- 
ness and insignificance in the contemplation of the 
limitless mysteries of the microscopic world as well as 


he would be to others a means of inspiration or of 
instruction, all his words and acts must point in the 





pated triumph, or elaborately prearranged scheme of 


ing of our destination, while the danger of collisions 
in our engagements, and the consequent wreck in our 
projects, is thereby increased. And yet the unavoid- 
able interrupti8ns in our life’s work are providential, 
and therefore work together with all other things 
for our highest good in God’s service. The callers 
who throw us off the track, or the severe sickness 
which brings us to a stop, may have been sent to put 
us in a better place than the track we were on, or 
to reveal to us that we were going wrong when we 
thought we were going right. The interposition of 
internal or external difficulties, of a refractory intel- 
lect, or of inclement weather, between ourselves and 
our object, may be che very best thing for us. We 
may need to be stimulated, or we may need to be 
hindered. In fact, life’s continuity needs to be broken 





his spirit, and his tastes. That which pleases one 
man is sure to please other men for the same reason 
that it pleases him. Op the other hand, the very 





junctions, and thus be cut off entirely from the reach- 


various lesson-helps supplied in the columns of The 
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Sunday School Times, as recently received from its 
readers at the request of its Editor. In order to test 
the value of these various helps to those for whom 
they are prepared, and to ascertain the wisdom of 
their securing, The Sunday School Times asked its 
readers to state, on a postal card, which of these helps 
they found most valuable-in their lesson-study. In 
answer to this call about a thousand cards came in, 
covering a range of territory from Nova Scotia to 
California, and from Manitoba to Florida, in America, 
and from several foreign countries. The contents of 
these cards are instructive as showing how widely 
persons differ in their needs and tastes, and how liable 
persons are to suppose that their needs and tastes are 
the rule, instead of the exception, among those similarly 
circumstanced with themselves. 

To begin with, it is pleasant to note the excellent 
spirit of the Bible students who have responded to 
this call on them for an expression of their personal 
preferences in the matter of lesson-helps. A hundred 
words have been spoken by them in hearty apprecia- 
tion of the helps supplied in these pages for their 
benefit, where one word of censure, or even of criticism, 
has found utterance on their part. Indeed, their 
words of grateful acknowledgment in recognition of 
the gain to themselves from these helps, have been so 
many and so strong, that the Editor has sincerely 
regretted his inability to return special thanks to 
many an individual writer by letter. Very many 
readers have declared that they value all the helps 
in their several places and ways, and that they 
should regret to lose any one of them from the weekly 
supply. Many others have said that their preference 
for one of the lesson-help writers or another depends 
upon the particular lesson under consideration ; one 
writer being more helpful with one class of Bible 
lessons, and another writer with another sort. In 
these ways the postal cards have indicated that the 
readers of The Sunday School Times include very 
many who are warmly and generously appreciative 
of all that is good in its pages, and very many who 
are intelligently discriminating in the use of its pages. 

Many a reader has expressed his positive preference 
for one of the lesson-help writers, or for two or three 
of them, with the accompanying suggestion that he 
gets no help from certain other writers named by 


- him; and in not a few instances such a reader has 


expressed his surprise that the writers whom he does 
not like are given any place in the lesson-pages of The 
Sunday School Times. In some eases the writers 
thus approved are quite popular with the readers 
generally. In other cases, the writers who are spoken 
of slightingly are those who are most popular with 
the readers as a whole. In fact, there is not a lesson- 
help writer on the entire list who does not receive 
special mention as meeting the needs and the tastes 
of some of the intelligent Bible students who report 
their preferences; while there is not one of the lesson- 
help writers on the entire list who is not spoken of by 
some reader as strangely out of place in the corps of 
The Sunday School Times lesson-writers. And so it 
appears that if the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times were to be influenced only by one set of his 
readers, he would keep all his lesson-help writers at 
the head of the list; while if he were influenced only 
by’another set, he would find no place for any one of 
these writers. All of which goes to show that an 
editor must never surrender his own matured judg- 
ment to the expressed preferences of his readers. It 
is for him to know what they ought to have, whether 
they know it or not. 

An interest attaches to the iciiieds or to the 
expressed reasons for the preferences given by the 
readers severally. Readers of one sort want knowl- 
edge, and they seek it in Bible Lights, in Critical 
Notes, and in Oriental Lesson-Lights. Readers of 
another sort want thought, and they seek it in the 
Homiletical Articles by the ministerial and the lay 
writers. Readers of another sort want helps to the 
practical use of the lesson-matter, and they seek it in 


_ Illustrative Applications and in the various Teaching 





means, and then he feels able to make use of it. He 
wants no other help to thought, nor any hint as to 
direction or mode of its applying. Another-reader 
is helpless, even though he knows what the text is, so 
long as he has no aid to some train of thought which 
the text suggests to an original thinker. And yet 
another reader would not be furnished, when he had 
both knowledge and thought, without practical sug- 
géstions on the bearing of the lesson truths on the 
every-day life of the men and women of the present 
time. It is difficult for any one of these readers to 
appreciate fully the mental qualities of the others. 
Yet each one has his own sphere of usefulness as truly 
as he has his own needs. And The Sunday School 
Times would fail of its mission if it did not supply 
helps for all three of these classes, and others also. 

Incidentally it is shown by the postal cards that 
there are those whose first love is their last love in 
the line of lesson-help writers. These persons have 
little interest in the present corps of lesson-writers in 
The Sunday School Times, in comparison with their 
interest in some one who wrote for its pages long, 
long ago. This fact might be discouraging to those 
who know that they can never be the first love of 
these readers ; but it has its encouraging side to those 
who are now the first love of many who will never 
find their equals when they can no longer write for 
The Sunday School Times. 

An unexpectedly large number of readers ewe put 
first in their preferences among the lesson preparations 
of The Sunday School Times the editorial utterances 
of its first two pages, on the ground of the value of 
these in the line of character shaping and impressin g 
“Whatever makes me a better woman makes me a 
better teacher,” writes one reader; and on this ground 
she reads the first two pages of the paper, week by 
week, as preliminary to her lesson study. Many. 
another reader has given a similar expression of 
opinion in favor of the editorial pages. This fact 
cannot fail to deepen the sense of responsibility and 
of opportunity on every person connected with the 
editorial management of The Sunday School Times. 

As a whole, the postal cards furnish proof that the 
various lesson-helps of The Sunday School Times are 
needed by the readers of The Sunday School Times. 
Out of the suggestions of these cards there has come 
one new department of lesson-helps for the approach- 
ing year, and that is a Lesson Summary, bringing 
together the main points of the lesson for their 
view in perspective, and for their use in lesson-teach- 
ing. Apart from this addition to the series of helps, 
no change that is made in that series for this new 
year has been prompted by the statements or the 
suggestions of those cards. The course pursued so 
far by The Sunday School Times seems to be the cor- 
rect one, and whatever can be done to improve. the 
details of the present plan shall not be lacking. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Comparative statistics have their value and their perils. 
They tend to promote knowledge and to hinder it. And 
there is no field in which comparative statistics are more 
liable to do harm by misrepresenting the truth than the 
Sunday-school field. Take, for example, two Sunday- 
schools, and compare their official statistics. One school 
shows an attendance of ninety per cent of its membership 
on the regular church services week by week, while the 
other school shows only thirty per cent in such attend- 
ance. That seems to show a superiority on the part of 
the first school; but if it were known that the first schovul 
is composed wholly of members of church-going families, 
while the other school has only ten per cent of such 
members, it would be seen that the second school is 
doing more than the first to win its scholars to church 
attendance. Again, if the report of the second school 
shows five times as many reported “conversions,” or 
“church admissions” during the year, as the second 
school, that would seem to be in favor of the second 
school; but if it were known that nearly all of the mem- 
bers of the first school were already in the church at the 
first of the year, while only one-tenth of the membership 
of the second school was thus enrolled, it would give a 
very different view of the case. Andso all the way along 


Hints. One reader wants to know what the text | in the list of Sunday-school statistics, The poorest show 








by the comparative figures may be the best show in 
reality. A New York State correspondent is troubled 


at this point, and writes to ask about the matter of Sun- 


day-school enrolment as follows: 

Kindly state what is the true basis of enrolment in a coun- 
try Sunday-school. We have a great many names on our books 
that have faces to correspond to them only at long intervals. 
They love the school, take books from the library, attend pic- 
nics and festivals, but are so situated as not to be able to get 
out often on Sunday. Others have children who are too young 
to attend church ; others are chronically sick, or too old to be 
regular. We should grieve them to dismiss them, and yet they 
inflate our statements regarding membership, without relieving 
us of a sense of shame when we look at the percentage of our 
average attendance. Has any hospital been devised, similar to 
a dropped list of church-membership? Might we not divide 
our membership, profitably, into active and honorary, all being 
recorded as members, but the active members only being 
reported in percentages ? 

“The true basis of enrolment in a country Sunday- 
school” is much the same as the true basis of enrolment 
in a country family. Every child who belongs to that 
school ought to be enrolled in its membership. A super- 
intendent, like a father, dught to be able to say what 
children are of his family, even though this one or that 
of their number be a wanderer, As long as the child 
belongs in that school-home instead of in any other, he 
ought to be on the books of a teacher, and on the mind 
and heart of that teacher. Every scholar for whom a 
teacher is entitled to pray as “ my scholar” is a member 
of the school where that teacher has a class. Superin- 
tendent and teacher ought to feel a responsibility for all 
such scholars, however irregular their attendance may 
be. As to the matter of the show of irregular attend- 
ance at the school, let no teacher be affected unduly by 
that. It were better, far better, that a school should 
show only ten per cent of its enrolment in its average 
attendance than that it should strike off from its enrol- 
ment fifty per cent of its irregular members in order to 
make a better showing in a convention report. God 
forbid that ninety-nine wandering scholars should be 
disowned, in order to make a gain of ten per centin a 
table of comparative Sunday-school statistics ! 


* Every man belongs somewhere, but not every man 
knows where he belongs; nor does every man know how 
to find out his proper place. There are men who do not 
care to be where they belong; but, again, there are those 
who would gladly be where they ought to be, at what- 
ever cost to themselves. A Christian worker of this sort 
writes from Indiana for light on the path of his duty. 
He says: 

I have for some time been thinking, but without any definite 
conclusion, upon this subject: How is a Christian to know 
what he is intended for? There is a providence that helps him 
to shape his life; but he is a free moral agent, and has it in his 
power to choose a life work and follow it. Does God conde- 
scend to make that life work which he has chosen the means of 
making that man what he is designed to be? To make myself 
better understood, let me illustrate. A young man with a fair 
education, having had a good business training, and taught 
school successfully for three years, is, through circumstances 
over which he has no control, so placed that he must choose a 
life work. He has an opportunity to enter a dry-goods store at 
a salary of two thousand dollars per year; he is urged by a 
brother to accept a position as teacher at a salary of fifteen hun- 
dred dollars per year; ‘also, a congregation, for whom he has 
occasionally preached, extend to him a unanimous call to 
beeome their pastor at a salary of eight hundred dollars 
Actuated by the motive that he will go where he can do the 
most good, he accepts the last-mentioned. Now, how is that 
man to know that he is in his proper sphere of labor? I write 
this to you, thinking that, if it would require too much time to 
reply in a letter, you might give some hints on the subject ia 
the columns of The Sunday: School Times, which I am sure 
would interest others beside myself. 

It is true that God leaves it to every person to choose 
for himself, within certain bounds, the place of his own 
labor, while, at the same time, God is willing to guide 
to a wise choice those who would be guided by God. 
No man ought to venture a choice for himself without 
seeking and expecting God’s guidance in that choice. 
But he who seeks that guidance i in a simple readiness to 
receive it and to follow it, need not doubt that it is given 
tohim. The counsel of the practical Apostle is specific on 
this point: “If any of you lacketh wisdom, let him ask 
of God, who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, 
nothing doubting: for he that doubteth is like the surge 
of the sea driven by the wind and tossed. For let not 
that man think that he shall receive anything of the 
Lord; a doubleminded man {a man of divided purpose], 
unstable in all his ways.” In other words, when we 


need help from God in showing us our duty, we ought 
to ask for it, with a dead certainty of our getting it, In 
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the case supposed by our Indiana correspondent, the 
young man may havé chosen wisely, and he may not. 
That depends on whether he had God’s guidance or not. 
It may be our duty to go where we can do the most good. 
It may be our duty to stay where we seem to be doing no 
good. It may be our duty to go where we can do less 
good than in another place that offers to us. When the 
Lord sent Paul into Arabia to stay there for three years, 
Paul had no reason for supposing that there was where 
he could do the most good; but he had the best of rea- 
sons that there was where he ought to be for the time 
being. A person may have to watch by a sick mother 
or father when he might do more good—-so far as human 
measures of results can be trusted—by going to a hospital 
ward or elsewhere to take charge ‘of ten sick persons. 
The real question with every man ought to be, Where 
does God, as indicated by his providences, his word, and 
his Spirit, show me to be my post of duty? God is 
ready to help every child of his to answer that question 
correctly. When a child of God has.acted on the coun- 
sel which God has given him, he has no reason to trouble 


* himself because he seems to be doing no good in that 


place. It may be that God wants us to be where we can 
do but little good, but where we can be better than we 
could be elsewhere. 








TOUCH MY LIPS, O LORD! WITH FIRE. 
BY J. E. RANKIN, D.D. 


Touch my lips, O Lord! with fire 
Fresh from off thine altar ; 

Kindle in me pure desire, 
Though my flesh should falter ; 

I can be of use to thee 

Only if I holy be. 


Send some seraph from the throng, 
With thy glory burning; 

Where they sing the ceaseless song, 
Ever of thee learning; 

Where, upon the sapphire throne, 

Thou art seated high, alone. 


Send some seraph with a coal 
At that glory lighted; - 

Only fire can make me whole,— 
Meso dark, benighted. 

Open, then, my lips of flame, 

All thy glory to proclaim. 


Orange Valley, N. J. 





SHALL WE USE THE CHRISTMAS 
MYTHOLOGY? . 


BY LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON, D.D. 


It is no strange thing that the myth-making faculty in 
human nature should have seized upon the wonderful 
story of the birth of Christ to embellish it with fanciful 
inventions; neither is it any wonder that in ages of | simple, straightforward story of the astrologers led by 
ignorance and credulity these fancies should have got 
themselves commonly accepted as genuine gospel. How 
rife this sort of business was in the early ages, appears 
in a very interesting and instructive way from the study 
One of these is expressly 
styled “The Gospel of the Infancy;” and in general 
they are characterized by an abounding fulness of mar- 
velous stories on just those parts of the life of Jesus on 
which the canonical Gospels are reserved or wholly 
It is an argument of no small weight in vindica- 
tion of the four Gospels as history, that they are broadly 


of the Apocryphal Gospels. 


silent. 


distinguished from the imitation gospels at this point. 


I wish in this article to raise\the question whether it 
is expedient for Christian people, churches, Sunday- 
schools, to draw upon this mass of confessed fiction for 
If any 
persons are moved to throw down the paper with impa- 
tience, saying, “Of course not; there is no question to 
be raised; why will people waste time and paper in dis- 
cussing points on which no one has any doubt?” I 
answer that this very thing is habitually done all over 
this country as often as Christmas comes around, I am 
not speaking of those nursery stories about Santa Claus 
and his pack, which are a mere household joke that no 
one pretends to take seriously, but of fables told with a 
sober face, in the course of religious instruction, by 
preachers and teachers, and incorporated in services of 


material to be used in worship and instruction. 


divine worship. 


Let us take for an example one of the most conspicuous 
of these myths, the story of “The Three Kings of 
It grew, as so much of error and falsehood 
has kept growing in the Church, out-of nien’s discontent 
with the plain, obvious meaning of the Scripture, and 
their disposition to put some betterments of their own 
upon it, The story of a party of astrologers casting a 
horoscope, and under the guidance of it starting out to 


Cologne.” 


look for a royal infant, seemed to some of the early 

Christians quite too commonplace and undignified. In 

fact, our very latest revision of the English Scriptures 

does not go squarely back to the text and say “as- 

trologers,” or “sorcerers,” but retains the euphemism, 

“wise men.” ' 

To those who found the gospel narrative in its original 

simplicity to be not quite satisfactory, it was easy enough, 

and natural enough, to invest these visitors at Jerusalem, 

in the improved legend, with a fictitious dignity, to dress 
them up in purple and cap them with diadems, and 
change them from the representatives of the discredited 

profession of the Chaldean fortune-tellers into represen- 
tative kings of three continents and three races of man- 
kind, come to tender to the infant Messiah the homage 
of all the world. It was not difficult to invent names 
for them,—Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar; and the 
attempt to give to the “gold and frankincense and 
myrrh” a theological significance was a pretty poetical 
conceit, and a harmless one so long as it is understood 
to be only a conceit, and not read into the text as if it 
belonged there. To complete the legend, it was a matter 
of course to add the story of a blazing portent in the sky 
—which not only is not contained nor implied in the 
narrative of Matthew, but is absolutely irreconcilable 
with it. The myth thus perfected was in a shape to 
travel all over Christendom; and it did travel. The 
story of how the “Festival of the Three Kings” got 
settled in the calendar of the Christian year, and how, 
after the “‘invention ” of the relics of these supposititious 
monarchs, they came to be enshrined, at last, in silver 
and gold and jewels, under the most gorgeous of the 
cathedrals of the Middle Ages,—all this is a study for the 
curious. Butthat the poor rubbish of this legend should 
be mingled with the instructions and incorporated with 
the devotions of Bible students, in this country and in 
this century, is without any valid excuse. 

And yet it is done. Having occasion to turn over a 
handful of programs of Christmas worship and teaching, 
I have been impressed with the extent to which this and 
other legendary falsehood is currently accepted as being 
good enough for children,—just about as good as “the 
sincere milk of the word—that they may grow thereby.” 
It is not good enough. Like all falsehood, it is per- 
nicious and poisonous; and it is all the more mischievous 
in cases when it is resorted to consciously and wilfully. 
It can do far more spiritual damage in the nineteenth 
century than it could in the ninth century. 

There are two reasons to be given against the use of 
the Christmas mythology, in addition to the general 
reason against any tampering with falsehood in religious 
teaching or worship. 

1. The attempt to foist new and more edifying mean- 
ings into any Scripture is rarely made without losing 
the meaning which that Scripture really contains. The 


their false science to “‘the place where the young child 
lay,” is one of the most helpful and comforting episodes 
in all the gospel, when received in its simplicity. But 
there are not half miracles enough in the New Testa- 
ment, as it was written for us, to satisfy the appetite of 
the carnal mind; and from the Annunciation to the 
Ascension men have been busy for eighteen centuries 
reading in between the lines additional miracles of 
their own imagining, and in every case they have 
gained nothing and lost much. In the present case, 
they have lost that invaluable lesson of how God, in his 
fatherly providence, uses the very blunders and errors 
of honest men who honestly follow what light they 
have, or think they have, to lead them to himself; and 
in the place of it they substitute a tissue of prodigies of 
their own devising, which is sterile of spiritual instruc- 
tion even to those who believe it, and is a perilous 
stumbling-block to those who pause to scrutinize and 
question it. 

2. To teach the children of the rising generation to 
regard myths and fables as if they were true, is only 
another way of teaching them, in the long run, to treat 
the truth as if it were no better than a fable or a myth. 
How many of those who are taught to sing of “the 
kings of Orient” and their symbolical gifts, in which 
they declare their belief of vicarious atonement and the 
divinity of Christ, are going, by and by—when they 
come to find out that this is all wholly without founda- 
tion, that there were no kings at all, and not even any 
wise men, but only foolish and ignorant men, and no 
star that was visible to any one but an astrologer—how 
many are going to rush to the conclusion that the whole 
gospel of the incarnation is part of the same “old wives’ 
fable”? No danger, do you say? There is always 
danger, both to the teacher and to the taught, in tam- 





oki 

danger is peculiarly grave. Among those critical ques- 
tions that begin in the investigations of laborious Chris- 
tian scholars, and find their way thence to the libraries 
of thoughtful men, and are then caught'up by malignant 
cavilers and scattered abroad to disturb the faith of 
many, there are none more serious than those which 
affect the story of the nativity of Jesus Christ. The 
coming generation have got to face as difficult a discus- 
sion, on this point, as the Church has ever known, Is it 
a good preparative for this trial to saturate their young 
minds with the falsehoods of a medisval superstition? 


Philadelphia, 





OUTLINES OF A CHRISTMAS LESSON. 
BY ANNA L. DAWES. 


The International series of Sunday-school lessons for 
the current year arrives, on the 23d of December, at the 
story of Ruth, and the succeeding Sunday is devoted to 
the usual review lesson. Doubtless many teachers will 
wish to use one or the other of these Sundays for a more 
distinctively Christmas lesson, studying afresh with their 
classes that greatest event of time, the meaning and 
memory of which is too much crowded aside by all our 
holiday-making. For the convenience of such teachers 
who do not wish to prepare their own lessons, I offer a 
few simple outlines of the many-sided story. They are 
of such varying nature that I have hoped they may meet 
the needs of differing ages and conditions, whether a 
historical, or a philosophical, or a more strictly biblical, 
view is preferred. It is, of course, unnecessary to say 
that these are the merest outlines, and intended to be 
used as such; but to one or two of them I have added 
what may be called explanatory notes for the further 
assistance of teacher and pupil. 

It will not, perhaps, be out of place to say, further, that 
I should by no means venture to offer to the great world 
of Sunday-school teachers the assistance of an amateur, 
but for the silence of the experts, in this direction, for 


some time past, r 


THE NATIVITY. 


Matthew’s account. 

Luke’s account. 

The human family and descent of Jesus. 
Extent and condition of the Roman empire. 
The government of Syria and Palestine. 
Bethlehem. 

The inn. 

The star in the east and the magi. 


The shepherds, 
II. 


THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST. 
The event: 


Give the different accounts. 
Explain the difference in the genealogies. 
The condition of the world: 

State the extent of the known world, its emperor, etc. 

What was the political situation of Palestine and its 
relation to Rome? 

Describe the social and religious condition of the 
Roman empire. 

Herod, his character and career. 


The census: 
Its nature and occasion. 
Explain and describe the journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem. 


The inn: 

Describe the inn. 

Imagine the contemporaneous view of this family, 

especially at the inn. 

The probable source of the story as we have it. 

Notice its simplicity and beauty. 

The magi: 

These were students and philosophers. 

What is the symbolism of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh? 

Notice that God leads men to the truth each by his 
own way; the magi through astrology, the shepherds 
by marvels, Simeon and Anna in worship,—each by his 
own path faithfully studied and followed. 

Matt. 1: 21, 23: 

Emmanuel,—“ God with us,” the possibility and the 

hope. 

Jesus,—Saviour, by whom this hope may be realized, 

From whom is this salvation ? 

Its extent and nature. 


a 


THE CHILD JESUS. 


The family of Jesus, 
The annunciation. 





pering with falsehood. But this is a time when the 





Jouzney from Nazareth, 
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Birth and cradling in a manger. 
Song of angels. 
Visit of shepherds. 
Circumcision on eighth day. 
Presentation in temple when six weeks old. 
Worship of Simeon and Anna. 
* Visit of magi after long journey. 
Decree of Herod, and flight into Egypt. 


IV, 
THE PROMISE OF HIS COMING, 
(Micah 5: 2; Isa. 7:14; 9: 6,7.) 
The promise by Micah; 

There shall come, in time, and on earth, one who shall 
be a ruler of the people, but yet shall be the Eternal 
himself. 

The promise by Isaiah: 

Isaiah 7: 14: There shall come among you, through 
a miraculous birth, a supernatural being. He shall 
be one among his brethren, and yet God with them, 

_ Isaiah 9: 6, 7: A great gift is given to the world. 
One as of ourselves shall come, and come to rule, 
And this man among men shall have a nature pre- 
eminently great. He shall be God himself, and yet 
our Father. He shall benevolently rule the world, 
This rule shall extend till it covers the world, It 
shall be‘altogether good, and it shall have no end; 
and God himself shall establish it, 

These promises, taken together, imply : 

A historical event; 

A supernatural event; 

Yet a human deliverer; 

The advent of One who is great in power and wisdom, 

_ who shall rule the earth in wisdom and peace, who 
is God, and still our Father; 

The result shall be the permanent establishment of 
righteousness, and God’s own power is pledged as 
surety for it. 

V. 
THE MEANING OF CHRISTMAS. 


What was the religious condition of the world at the 
birth of Christ ?. 

What were the relations of the Jewish religion to the 
other religions about it? 

What was the meaning of Christ’s coming,—a new reli- 
gion or a new life, or both? 

What message did he bring? Wherein did it differ, 
asa religion, from others? 

Was it altogether new, or a development of Judaism? 
Tf the latter, in what sense? 

Is Christianity a supernatural gift, or a historical, in- 
tellectual, and social development? 

If the former, is ita final religion? How does Chris- 
tianity relate men to God? What is its message as to 
social conditions? 

VIL 
: THE CHRISTMAS GOSPEL, 
The message to the prophets (Micah 5; 2; Isa. 7: 14; 
9: 6, 7). 
- This the promise of a divine and human being who 
should rule in righteousness and peace forever, 
The message to Zacharias (Luke 1 ; 8-17, 68-79). 

The promise of a messenger to prepare the way of 
one to come, who is ¢ the Lord.” 

A fulfilment of the promise of the coming ofthe Lord 
to bring salvation in mercy, and to reign in holiness 
and righteousness, 

The message to Elisabeth (Luke 1: 41-45). 

The blessed promise of the coming of the Lord. 
The message to Joseph (Matt. 1: 20, 21). 

The prediction of the supernatural birth of a divine 
Child, who comes to fulfil the promise and to be a 
Saviour from sin, 

The message to Mary (Luke 1 : 26-28, 46-55). 

The birth of a divine and human child promised, who 
shall reign over this earth forever. 

The greatness and glory of this promise. 

The message to the shepherds (Luke 2: 8-14). 

A declaration of great joy. A Saviour is already 
come, who is the Anointed One, and yet a human 
child. A message of divine glory, of love among 
men, and of righteousness. 

The message to the wise men (Matt. 2: 2-11). 

Impels them to worship and devotion of life and 
possessions. 

The message to the devont few (Luke 2 : 25-38). 

The glad tidings are for the whole world. 

A light for the Gentiles and glory for the Jew, but 
revealed through suffering. 

The message gathered up. 
A great promise of a Deliverer and Ruler. 
It shall be fulfilled. It shall be the coming of the 





Lord, the mighty God; but he shall be a child, and 
therefore human. 

He shall come to save the world from sin, to rule in 
righteousness, to spread peace. 

This child is come, and this is glad tidings of great joy. 

The eager response shall be devotion of life and 
possessions. 

This message is to all the world, 

Pittsfield, Mass. 





OBSCURE PERFECTION. 


BY THE REV. THERON BROWN, 


One of the world’s wonders, in the sight and study of 
which travelers in Italy stand fascinated, is the Cathedral 
of Milan, the city of St, Ambrose, Its architect and its 
workmen seem to have planned and built it for eternity; 
and the best artists and sculptors lavished their skill to 
embellish it as if they were decorating a celestial temple. 
From the floor to the firmament of its great dome its 
interior is an endless surprise of beauty; and its statues 
are so numerous that a congregation of marble saints and 
angels is always waiting beneath its roof when not a 
single human worshiper is there, 

High up, in an arched and ornamented niche of one 
of the belfries, is a lovely white figure, sculptured by the 
chisel of Canova. Its beauty is unquestioned, even 
were the genius that created it unknown; but it stands 
so far out of reach that one cannot fully test its graces 
without a spy-glass. It is one of nearly five thousand in 
the immense church, but it is alone. Its situation is so 
retired and inconspicuous that many visitors have gone 
away and never noticed it, To those who discover its 
perfection, the perfection itself almost explains why it was 
made inacessible. Men and women admire it at a dis- 
tance, like a shrined flower, or 

“ Like a sealed vase of perfume which our hands 

Would break upon the longing of the world.” 
Is that statue wasted? We naturally think so, until 
it occurs to us that there may be even a higher use for 
beauty than to be inspected and admired of men, What 
authority has ever told us that, in any instance, a thing 
of beauty or excellence has only a conventional and cir- 
cumstantial value? If it were so, how little worth there 
would be in the world! It is their numberless intrinsic 
and auxiliary values that give the occupants of small 
corners and retired situations their reason for being, 
However exquisite they are, it is not throwing them 
away to place them so; for mere individuality, ignot all 
there is to them. They are parts and factors,—and that 
half explains why each one may be as effective, and 
even more effective, in a recess than on qa platform. 
Each may be a masterpiece; but that is the other half 
of the explanation of its impressiveness in quiet distance, 
Its position is strategic. Reserved excellences always 
suggest an infinite wealth of excellence, and little per- 
fections find their best use in helping make a great one, 
An “accidental” in a symphony, a line or tint in a 
spectrum, a right word in a magnificent sentence, an 
unnoticed dash of color in a matchless painting, is a 
trifle only to those who trifle. A master will point out 
that it belongs exactly where it was put, and that it could 
not be spared. ° 

But from such single beauties, shrined afar and alone, 
like the isolated statue in the Milan Cathedral, comes a 
silent testimony and justification beyond any plea of 
their needfulness, A best thing is a worship, whether it 
is a sweet creation or a sweet deed. Blossoms smile in 
deserts, where human visitors cross but once in many 
years. The reason for them there is something more 
than aspectacular one. We take issue with the poet; 

“Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,” 
but not to “waste its sweetness.” That they have a 
being,—and a sweet and complete one,—is providential 
proof that they are not superfluities; they are specimens 
of best things, they are little oblations to their Creator. 
Melodious birds are doubtless singing in unexplored 
forests, unheard by human ears; but their music is not 
thrown away, Something of that which is “a joy for- 
ever” is in their life, It is a perfect offering, and 
“_ Tt will never ; 

Pass into nothingness.” 
Far in the ocean are coral islands, which are marvels of 
delicate growth and pictorial loveliness; nor are they 
idle and spendthrift creations because they are un- 
peopled, and because ships go there no oftener than 
twice in a century. Each of them exactly fills its place, 
Every atom is a litany and a Ze Deum. 

“O Planter of the Eden lost! 
Thy way is on the sea, 
And many a spot where manvis not 
In beauty praises thee.” 
When we realize that an exquisite work is not only an 





adornment but a devotion, we may partly understand 
why so many such are made to serve their purpose with- 
out publicity, They do not need it,—even as parts of a 
decorativesystem. As factors in the pomp of the universe, 
their light and gladness are no less indispensable for 
being so far withdrawn. They shine with their own ray, 
and they can afford to be humanly unnoticed if divinely 
known. 

And how are Christians rebuked who imagine that 
their value and importance are measured by their promi- 
nence,—or who, because they are obscure, excuse them- 
selves from doing their best! Most of the good done in 
the world is the personal work of men and women with- 
out renown, performed in limited circumferences where 
alone private effort finds opportunity and access, and 
makes its mark. In the home fold, in the Sunday- 
school, in the inquiry room, in the parish circuit and 
the “ragged ward,” in hospitals, asylums, and prisons, 
and inthe moral wildernesses of old cities and new seitle- 
ments, the great majority of those who teach and help 
the weak and the wicked are disciples of Christ whom 
the world little knows. For every thousand eminent 
leaders toiling nobly for the glory of God, there are a 
hundred thousand rank and file carrying on as nobly the 
details of the work,—and to the conscientious fidelity 
with which these hunfble laborers do their part the grand 
result is largely due. ‘ Be ye perfect, as your Father in 
heaven is perfect,” simply commands every Christian to 
be a complete one,—an all-around and tkrough-and- 
through Christian,—no matter how little or unknown. 


| The perfection of a whole is the perfection of its parts ; 


and God never overlooks the materials that make up his 
living and working kingdom. Handel could detect, in 
an orchestra of a thousand instruments, a false note of a 
violin, the silence of a single flute. But the minute 
regard of Omniscience is on all human instruments, and 
the least can work and worship as acceptably as the 
greatest. None are so unimportant as not to be missed 
when they fail, or appreciated when they play their part. 
The Master notices and loves those who are faithful in 
little things. For that, if for no other reason, -there is a 
peculiar felicity in a well-done deed or a well-lived life 
that is lowly and unobtrusive, Better be small and 
shine than be great and cast a shadow. Let greatness 
come of itself, if it must come, and wear it blushingly ; 
but perish the notion that fame has anything to do with 
making a Christian better! Its glamour is a temptation, 
and sometimes it cloaks a multitude of sins. Modest 
character usually has the least deformity to hide, The 
shy excellences haye been the saving of many a church; 
for hypocrisy, at least, cannot long survive where they 
live and. grow. 

To be even but a doorkeeper in the temple of God, or 
to fill a secluded niche in its wall, is a lot to be thankful 
for, And it.is a mission that will one day make others 
thankful; for sterling worth, however sequestered and 
unprominent, is always sending out sweet influences, and 
sending them everywhere. Splendid perfections delight 
and dazzle, but they do not bring the millennium in. 
The obscure ones come after, gleaming in unexpected 
places, stealing marches on suffering and tumult and sin, 
melting their way into human bosoms, They make the 
harmony of the world, 

** Deeds of mercy, deeds unknown, 
Shall eternity record, 
Which they dared not call their own, 
For they did them to the Lord.” 
Boston, Mass. 





AN UNDERGROUND TEACHER. 


BY EDWIN L. WATTS. 


A mole has been doing bad work in my yard and gar- 
den, and I have learned a few lessons from my little 
friend, the enemy. 

The mischievous fellow could never be seen, yet he 
destroyed much grass by working at its roots. He 
reminded me of the Sunday-school teacher’s work, which 
resembles the mole’s in being chiefly root-work. The 
roots of good in the childish; heart must be nourished 
and cared for, and the roots of evil must be destroyed. 
It is the work that is hidden, sometimes even to the 
worker, that often does most good. 

And work may have been hidden beneath the surface, 
to take effect after many years. Many a profligate, after 
many years of sin, is suddenly brought to thinking, per- 
haps by the death ofa friend. It is then that the teach- 
ings of a sainteq mother or a faithful teacher of bygone 
years come to him, and he is saved by work done long 
ago and long hidden. 

Honor, truthfulness, courage, and high resolve are 
tender plants in a child’ssoul. If the teacher can, with- 


out show or ado, nourish and protect the roots of these 
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tion, by prayer, he is fulfilling his mission. 


roots. Sun and wind have taken the life out of them. 


and teachers to tend and nourish them. 

My mole uprooted, but the teacher’s work is planting. 
By planting and cultivating good plants he drives the 
bad away and keeps them away. 

Plants are often propagated by seeds put under the 
surface of the soil in the darkness. Looking at the 
teacher’s work in this light, we see how necessary it is to 
foster carefully the good seed sown in the youthful heart. 
How often the parent or teacher mistakenly kills by 
coldness and artificiality the seed struggling beneath 
the surface! 

My mole worked along near the surface of the ground, 
quite near, but I never saw him come quite to the sur- 
face. He was always near the light, but never in it. 
Paul probably had in mind people resembling him when | 
he warned Timothy of those who are “ever learning, 
and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 
Paul, no doubt, meant that they were always in the way 
of Bible teaching, always repeating godly forms, yet 
never feeling the saving power of God’s Spirit in the 
heart. When a teacher simply repeats the questions on 
the lesson-leaf, or lectures on history or travel, or from 
any cause fails to lead his pupils in the Sunday-school 
to a living Saviour, he is imitating the mole in that he 
is satisfied that he and they should remain just beneath 
the surface, and never come quite to the light. But 
perhaps he is a mole himself spiritually. Have your 
pupils come to the surface, entirely out of the darkness 
of sin? If not, wake up. 

A man may be supposed to be in the darkness, like the 
mole, when he is really in the light. Longfellow tells 
us that 

“The heights by great men reached and kept 
Were not attained by sudden flight ; 
But they, while their companions slept, 
Were toiling upward in the light.” 

But what was to them light, was to their companions 
darkness, All the grand leaders of the world’s progress 
walked in a light that the people could not comprehend. 
This is what sustains the true reformer. It is his lot, 
often toilsome and disheartening, to bring his com- 
panions to his light. And this is the teacher’s work. 
If he is not in a light that his pupils do not fully com- 
prehend, he is not fit for his office. The pleasure of 
bringing others into the light is the chief reward of the 
teaching work. Ifa true teacher is in the light, he can- 
not rest until his class or his school are there too; and 
by that time he has reached a higher light. 

The work of my little depredator only became kaown 
by its bad results. He had been working for some time 
below the surface before it was known that he was there 
at all; but at last the loosened soil and uprooted grass 
betrayed his presence. And it is the hidden and under- 
ground forces of society to-day that are doing most to 
loosen the foundations of righteousness and uproot the 
good plants that parents and teachers would have to 
grow in the hearts of the children. An evil companion 
can, in five minutes’ secret conversation with your son, 
uproot the choice plants that it has taken the work of a 
week, or a year, on your part, to put in his heart. 

The secret social forces of evii are active and indus- 
trious as moles. They lurk in the secret places of the 
villages, and it is part of the teacher’s work to find them 
out and circumvent them. The mole may be found by 
sharp watching; and it takes sharp eyes to detect boyish 
sins. Dime novels may be hidden in the house as daily 
food for boyish minds, or boyish hearts may beat next 
to whisky flasks, or latchkeys may be turned with 
unsteady hand, long before father dreams of such a state 
of affairs. Are you sure that your boys are not guilty of 
practices right under your eyes that would make you 

tremble if they were made known to you? 

My mole’s progress seemed to be aimless, so far as 
direction was concerned. All he wanted was to work 
harm. It mattered not what precious plants he might 
destroy. So the mole-workers of society will vitiate the 
best feelings of childhood, will make light of a mother’s 
prayer or a sister’s kiss, or “make a mockery of futurity,” 
to accomplish their ends, only so harm is worked out. 

An evil companion’s secret sneer is one of the hardest 

things for a boy to bear; but it is one of the mole- 

worker’s most prized agencies, 
Then there is the secret mole-work in the heart, often 


plants by example, by line upon line, by tender admoni- | gence.” What more beautiful than a frank, open-hearted 
boy or girl, who keeps nothing from father or mother! 

Trees brought long distances from the nursery some- | This close confidence between parents and their big boys 
times will not grow, although they may have plenty of | or girls is one of the finest things this side of heaven. It 
indicates pure hearts on both sides; and the parent or 
There is in many a boyish circle a blasting sirocco of | teacher who enjoys this confidence may thank God and 
sneering and sarcasm that often saps and destroys good | take courage. 
roots in the heart, in spite of all the efforts of parents | strong, good heart. Of its owner it may be said: 


A heart free from moles and bats is a 


“His strength is as the strength of ten, 
Because his heart is pure.” 


Terre Hill, Pa. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


a 


THE LITTLE SISTERS. 
BY ELLEN J. TALBOT. 


“ Mother, why did they take away 
My sister while she slept? 

I watched them to the churchyard gate, 
While bitterly you wept. 

The cold snow lies upon the ground, 
And frosty is the air ; 

Her little crib was always warm, 
She cannot sleep out there.” 


“Dear child, it was not baby’s selt 
That from our home they bore ; 
Her little body holds her not, 
She will not need it more. 
The dear Lord took her up to heaven, 
For reasons full of love; 
And angels now will care for her, 
In God’s own home above.” 


“ But, mother, when the angels come, 
My sister is so shy 

I’m sure she will not go to them, 
But will begin to cry. 

Will not our Father send her back 
Till she is bigger grown, 

Or let me go and stay awhile? 
She is afraid alone.” 


* Dear little one, in that bright land 
Our baby feels no fears ; ° 

But she can never come again, 
Through all the changing years. 

Some time you, too, may go above, 
Though when we cannot know. 

Christ guards some little lambs in heaven, 
And some on earth below.” 


Stratford, Conn. 





HISTORY OF A CHINESE GIRL. 
BY MRS, BELLE SPARR LUCKETT. 


In a little house of bamboo poles, with a roof like a 
big hat, without windows, and with only a back door, 
far down a dirty street like an alley, began the history of 
a Chinese girl. 
When she opened her dark eyes for the first time, she 
was lying upon a rug spread upon the bare ground. In 
one corner of the room stood.a big wooden figure, look- 
ing like an ugly doll; but in fact it was the household 
god. Before it some incense was burning in an iron 
bowl. The only picture that hung upon the wall was 
the picture of another idol, printed in bright red and 
green upon cheap, thin paper. There was neither a 
chair, nor a bed, nor a stove, nor even a cradle, in that 
room. She lay there upon the floor, blinking her 
eyes, and wondering, as all babies do, what sort of a 
world she had gotten into. She had not learned enough 
to understand what her father and mother were saying. 

“We don’t have rice enough for a girl,” said the father. 

“ We could make a lady of her,” said the mother. 

“She’s better dead. Girls are no use. Better drown 
her now,” continued the father. 


mother. 


pucker. 


five years old. 


man. 


when her feet should be of the proper size. 





insidious and deadly, “Keep thy heart with all dili- 





bound. She had often begged that her feet might be 


“We could sell her if she has small feet,” begged the them to you. 


So they kept the baby, who lay with her fists shut up 
so tight and her red lips drawn together in such a quéer 
They gave her the name of Amoy, although 
girls in China are usually numbered instead of named. : 
Amoy grew very fast and fat and cunning. Her eyes would work for him; that she would beg and toil until 
were very black, and so were her short, straight bangs. , : 
Her lips were as red as roses, and her teeth as white as | 04 learned all her story of suffering and disappoint- 
ivory. She was a very happy little girl until she was | ment. 


One day, soon after her fifth birthday, her mother told 
her that she was to have bound feet, and be a “lady,” as | 2° further use for her now that they could not sell her. 
she was now “betrothed” to Sing Lee, a young China- So Amoy found not only a happy home, buta Friend of 
Sing Lee’s father had offered to pay almost a| Whom she had never heard before. 
hundred dollars for Amoy. She was to become the wife j 
of his son when she should be a few years older, and | that, if father and mother forsake us, he will take us up, 


bound, and that she might be betrothed, as many of her 
little friends were. So her mother took Amoy’s feet in 
her hands, and began to bind them. She first drew the — 
feet out as straight as she could. She then bent the four 
toes under, and bound them very tight. Then she 
pressed the heel under and fastened the bandages 
about it, thus leaving cnly the great toe to grow to its 
natural size, 
In a few days how Amoy’s feet did hurt! How she 
did cry! Every morning, in spite of her shrieks and 
moans of pain, the cruel bandages were made a little 
tighter. Finally, as the days and months of suffering 
went by, some of the bones were broken, and great sores 
were formed by the pressure. They put all sorts of 
herbs and medicines on the poor, broken feet, to cure 
them,—all to no effect. The Chinese doctor waved his 
hands over the sores, and mumbled some prayers; fire- 
crackers were exploded, to frighten away the evil spirits 
that were supposed to bring disease. They even brought 
a black hen, and, after dividing her in two equal parts, 
they bound it on the diseased feet, But nothing did any 
good, and little Amoy’s days were very unhappy ones, 
The red roses turned white on her lips, and the happy 
eyes took on a sorrowful look of pain. 
As Amoy was to be a “lady,” she was not expected to 
know how to read, or write, or cook, or do any kind of 
work. She must know hew to embroider, and how to be 
very polite, and make very low bows. She made her 
own shoes, as all other Chinese women did, and hoped 
some day to be able to wear them. They were dainty 
little pointed-toed things,tembroidered all over, and put 
together entirely by Amoy herself, excepting the little 
block of -wood that served as a heel; that the cobbler 
fastened on. These tiny shoes have loops at the sides, 
through which strings are passed, by means of which 
they are fastened to the ankle. 
As there is only the great toe left in shape, the shoe 
is fastened upon it; and all small-footed women in China, 
or “ladies,” as they are called, hobble along on these 
toes, tilting about like a boy on stilts. Many cannot 
walk at all without the assistance of a servant, upon 
whose shoulder they lean, or by the use of a cane, 
After the shoe is on, the strings and bandages are 
covered with ribbons and fancy cords, wound about 
the ankle. 
Amoy was almost twelve years old, and it was near 
the time when she would become the wife of Sing Lee. 
He was very cross about her feet being diseased, and 
said he would not buy her unless she speedily recovered. 
Amoy’s father frightened her with his scolding and 
angry manner, because she was in danger of being a life- 
long cripple. But, with all the scolding, the poor feet 
grew worse and worse, until at last they actually decayed 
and came off. How Amoy cried and wrung her hands 
with grief when she knew the truth! She preserved 
the miserable feet, hidisg them away until she grew 
well enough to move about on the rude crutches fur- 
nished her, 
One day she heard about the “ foreign doctor” who 
lived outside the city wall, and who bad cured people of 
all sorts of dreadful diseases. They said he possessed 
wonderful magic, and could do anything he wished. 
Amoy listened with beating heart. The next day, taking 
her crutches and thrusting a bundle in her bosom, she 
started out to find the “foreign doctor.” Away she 
went, through the narrow streets, across the long bridge, 
past the gateway of the city wall, away a weary length 
from home, until she reached at last the door of the 
hospital where lived that great magical doctor. It was 
a very kind and patient face into which Amoy’s eyes 
gazed as she told her errand; and it was with a plead- 
ing earnestness that she ended by saying, “I brought 
I thought you could make them grow on 
again,” as she laid the bundle she had drawn from her 
bosom before the missionary. 
It was hard to make Amoy understand that no skill 
could make her feet grow on again. Thinking he 
wanted money, which she did not have, she told him she 


he was repaid. The good man talked very kindly to her, 
He asked her if she would come to his house as 


one of his family. How her eyes shone then! It was 
not hard to gain the consent of her parents, as they had 


And now she can 
read in her own language how this Friend has promised 


as in very truth he has done with Amoy, 





Amoy was delighted to hear that her feet were to be 


Washinaton, D. C. 
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2, October 7.—The Commission of Joshua Josh. 1:19 
2. October 14.—Crossing the Jordan. .....,...serssenreeeeereneessnererees Josh. 3 : 5-17 
3. October 21,—The Stones of Memorial.........- eecepposenevocceccoyes Josh, 4; 10-24 
4 October 28.—The Fall of Jericho... Josh. 6 : 1-16 
6. November 4.—Defeat at Ai......... Josh, 7 : 1-12 
6, November 11.—Caleh’s Inheritance Josh, 14 : 5-16 
4. November 18.—Helping One Another......0....00+ Josh, 21 : 43-45 ; 22 :1-9 
8. November 25.—The Covenant Renewed............010 srs Josh. 24 : 19-28 
9. December 2.—Israel Under Judges Judg. 2 : 11-28 
10. December 9.—Gideon’s Army Judg. 7 : 1-8 
11. December 16.—Death of Samson... Judg. 16 : 21-31 
12, December 28.—Ruth’s Choice Ruth 1 ; 16-22 





12, December 30.—Review; or, Temperance Lesson, Num. 
6:1-4; or, Missi ry L » Psa. 67 : 1-7. 








LESSON XIII., SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1888. 


FOURTH QUARTERLY REVIEW. 


HOME READINGS. 


Lesson I. Josh. 1: 1-9. 
; Lesson If, Josh, 3: 5-17, 
Lesson III, Josh. 4: 10-24, 
i Lesson IV, FA oh 6: 1-16. 
Lesson V. Josh. 7 ;: 1-12. 
Weduesday, D ec. 26: Lesson VI. — 14: ys 9846 
Lesson VII. Josh. 21: 48-45; 22: 1-9. 
Thursday, Dec. 27: | Tesson WHIT. Joh, 24 ¢ 19-08. 
Frid ‘ Lesson IX, Judg. 2: 11-23. 
y, Deo. 28: { Lesson ve 2 7 he ia 
Lesson . Judg, 16: 21-31. 
Saturday, Dec. 29: { Lesson XII, Ruth 1 : 16-22. 
Sunday, Dec. 30: Psa. 90: 1-17. 


Monday, Dec, 24: 
Tuesday, Dec. 25: 





TITLES AND GOLDEN TEXTS. 


Gotpen Text FOR THE QUARTER: There failed not aught 
of any good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of 
Terael; all came to pass.—Josh. 21: 45. 





I. THE COMMISSION OF JOSHUA. 
Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and 
having on the breastplate of righteousness.—Zph. 6 : 14. 
II. CROSSING THE JORDAN, 

When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee.—Jsa. 43 : 2. 
III, THE STONES OF MEMORIAL. 

Then ye shall let your children know, saying, Israel came 
over this Jordan on dry land.—Josh. 4 : 22. 
IV. THE FALL OF JERICHO. 
* By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were com- 
passed about seven days.—Heb. 11 : 30. 
V. DEFEAT AT AI, 


Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to covetous- 
ness.— Psa. 119 : 36, 


VI. CALEB’S INHERITANCE, 
Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shalt be fed.— Psa. 37 : 3. 
VII. HELPING ONE ANOTHER. 


Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ, 


—Gal. 6 : 2. 
VIII. THE COVENANT RENEWED. 


"The Lord our God will we serve, and his voice will we obey. 
—Josh. 24: 24, 
IX, ISRAEL UNDER JUDGES, 


Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart 
of unbelief, in departing from the living God,— Heb, 3 : 12, 
X. GIDEON’S ARMY. 
Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord 
of hosts.—Zech. 4 : 6. 
XI. DEATH OF SAMSON. 
Great men are not always wise.—Job 32 : 9. 
XII. RUTH'S CHOICE. 


Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.—Ruth 
1: 16, 





TOPICS AND OUTLINES, 


Toric OF THE QUARTER: God's Promises Fu'filled. 


1. Topic: Receiving New Encouragement 
1, The New Leader, 
OUTLINE : 2. The Great Opportunity. 
3. The Supreme Encouragement. 
2. Topic: Entering the Land. 
1. Marching Orders. 
OUTLINE: ; 2. Immediate Preparation. 
3. Triumphant Entrance. 
8, Topic: Commemorating the Entrance. 
1. The Entrance Effected. 
OUTLINE : 12 The Waters Released. 
3. The Memorial Erected, 
4, Topic: Overcoming Through Faith, 
1. Revelation, 
OUTLINE: { 2, Obedience. 
8. Victory. 
5. Topic: Failing Through Transgression, 


1. Disaster. 
QUTLINE: {2 Distress. 
3. Reproof, 








6, Toric: Receiving the Reward. 
1. The Reward Promised. 
OUTLINE: { 2. The Reward Claimed. 
3. The Reward Received. 
7. Topic: Enjoying the Inheritance, 
1, Gracious Promises Fulfilled. 
OUTLINE : {2 Holy Services Ministered. 
3. Splendid Possessions Enjoyed. 
8. Topic: Re-accepting the Service. 
1. The Character of Jehovah. 
OUTLINE: 42. The Vow of Israel. 
3. The Stone of Witness. 
9. Toric: Braving God’s Displeasure. 
1. Forsaking the Lord. 
OUTLINE : 13 Despising His Wrath, 
3, Suffering His Chastisements. 
10. Toric: Regaining God’s Fayor, 
1. Pride Forestalled. 
OUTLINE: <{ 2. Numbers Reduced. 
3. God Accepted, 
11. Topic: Regaining Lost Strength. 
1. Without Strength. 
OUTLINE : {2 Seeking Strength. 
3. Exerting Strength. 
12. Topic: Preferring God’s People. 
1. Ruth’s Preference. 
OUTLINE : {2 Naomi’s Assent. 
3, Bethlehem’s Sympathy. 





REVIEW BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Lesson 1.—Superintendent : Be strong and of a good cour- 
age: for thou shalt cause this people to inherit the land which 
I sware unto their fathers to give them, Only be strong and 
very courageous, to observe to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to 
the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest have good suc- 
cess whithersoever thou goest (Josh. 1 : 6, 7). 

Scholars : Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness (Eph. 
6: 14). 

Teachers: He that endureth to the end, the same shall be 
saved (Matt. 10 : 22). 

All; Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe (Psa. 119 : 117). 


Lesson 2.—Superintendent ; And it came to pass, when the 
people removed from their tents, to pass over Jordan, the priests 
that bare the ark of the covenant being before the people ; and 
when they that bare the ark were come unto Jordan, and the 
feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in the brink of 
the water, ... that the waters which came down from above 
stood, and rose up in one heap, a great way off (Josh. 3: 14-16). 

Scholars: When thou passest through the waters, I will be 
with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee 
(Isa. 43 : 2). ; 

Teachers : Peter went down from the boat, and walked ;upon 
the waters, to come to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he 
was afraid ; and beginning to sink, he cried out, saying, Lord, 
save me (Matt. 14 : 29, 30). 

All: And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and 
took hold of him (Matt. 14 ; 31), 


Lesson 8.—Superintendent: And the people came up out of 
Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in 
Gilgal, on the east border of Jericho. And those twelve stones, 
which they took out of Jordan, did Joshua’ set up in Gilgal. 
And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, When your 
children shall ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What 
mean these stones? (Josh. 4 : 19-21.) 

Scholars: Then ye shall let your children know, saying, 
Israel came over this Jordan on dry land (Josh. 4 : 22). 

Teachers: Now these things happened unto them by way of 
example; and they were writter for our admonition (1 Cor, 
10; 11), 

All; Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the 
things that were heard (Heb. 2: 1). 


Lesson 4.—Superintendent: And it came to pass on the 
seventh day, that they rose early at the dawning of the day; 
and compassed the city after the same manner seven times: 
only on that day they compassed the city seven times. And it 
came to pass at the seventh time, when the priests blew with 
the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, Shout ; for the Lord 
hath given you the city (Josh. 6 : 15, 16). 

Scholars: By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they 
were compassed about seven days (Heb. 11 : 30). 

Teachers: Ali things are possible to him that believeth (Mark 
9 : 23). 

All: Increase our faith (Luke 17 : 5). 


Lesson &.—Superintendent; Israel hath sinned; yea, they 
have even transgressed my covenant which I commanded them : 
yea, they have even taken of the devoted thing; and have also 
stolen, and dissembled also, and they have even put it among 
their own stuff, Therefore the children of Israel cannot stand 
before their enemies, they turn their backs before their enemies, 
because they are become accursed: I will not be with you any 
more, except ye destroy the devoted thing from among you 
(Josh, 7 : 11, 12). , 

Scholars: Incline my heart unto thy testimonies, and not to 
covetousness (Psa. 119 : 36), 

Teachers ; Woe to him that getteth an evil gain for his house, 
that he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered from 
the hand of evil! (Hab. 2: 9.) 

All: Thou shalt not covet (Exod. 20 : 17): 


Lesson 6.—Superintendent: I am this day fourscore and 
five years old, As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the 





day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is 
my strength now, for war, and to go out and to come in. Now 
therefore give me this mountain, whereof the Lord spake in 
that day; for thou heardest in that day how the Anakim were 
there, and cities great and fenced: it may be that the Lord will 
be with me, and I shall drive them out, as the Lord spake 
(Josh, 14 ; 10-12). 

Scholars; Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou 
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed (Psa, 37 : 3). 

Teachers: I have been young, and now am old; yet have I 
not seen the righteous forsaken (Psa. 37 : 25). 

All: Verily there is a reward for the righteous (Psa. 58: 11). 


Lesson 7.—Superintendent : Now to the one half tribe of 
Manasseh Moses had given inheritance in Bashan: but unto 
the other half gave Joshua among their brethren beyond Jordan 
westward. Moreover when Joshua sent them away unto their 
tents, he blessed them, and spake unto them, saying, Return 
with much wealth unto your tents, and with very much cattle, 
with silyer, and with gold, and with brass, and with iron, and 
with very much raiment: divide the spoil of your enemies with 
your brethren (Josh, 22 : 7, 8). 

Scholars: Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the 
law of Christ (Gal. 6 : 2). 

Teachers: We that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of 
the weak, and not to please ourselves (Rom. 15: 1). 

Ali: For Christ also pleased not himself (Rom. 15 : 3). 


Lesson 8.— Superintendent: And the people said unto 
Joshua, Nay; but we will serve the Lord. And Joshua said 
unto the people, Ye are witnesses against yourselves that ye 
have chosen you the Lord, to serve him, And they said, We 
are wittiesses, Now therefore put away, said he, the strange 
gods which are among you, and incline your heart unto the 
Lord, the God of Israel. And the people said unto Joshua 
(Josh. 24 : 21-24), 

Scholars: The Lord our God will we serve, and his voice will 
we obey (Josh, 24 : 24). 

Teachers : Ye cannot serve the Lord; for he is an holy God; 
he is a jealous God (Josh. 24.: 19). 

All; We serve in newness of the spirit, and not in oldness of 
the letter (Rom. 7 : 6). 


Lesson 9,—Superintendent: And the children of Israel did 
that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, and served the 
Baalim: and they forsook the Lord, the God of their fathers, 
which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed 
other gods, of the gods of the peoples that were round about 
them, and bowed themselves down unto them: and they pro- 
voked the Lord to anger (Judg. 2: 11, 12). 

Scholars; Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you 
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God 
(Heb, 3 : 12). 

Teachers : Kiss the son, lest he be angry, and ye perish in 
the way, for his wrath will soon be kindled (Psa. 2 : 12), 

All: Blessed are all they that put their trust in him (Psa. 2:13), 

Lesson 10,— Superintendent: And the Lord said unto 
Gideon, The people are yet too many; bring them down unto 
the water, and I will try them for thee there: and it shall be, 
that of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with thee, the same 
shall go with thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, 
This shall not go with thee, the same shall not go (Judg. 7 : 4). 

Scholars: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts (Zech. 4 : 6). 

Teachers; God chose the weak things of the world, that he 
might put to shame the things that are strong: .. . that no flesh 
should glory before God (1 Cor, 1 : 27-29), 

All: Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my weak- 
nesses, that the strength of Christ may rest upon me (2 Cor. 12:9). 


Lesson 11.—Superintendent: And the Philistines laid hold 
on him, and put out his eyes; and they brought him down to 
Gaza, and bound him with fetters of brass; and he did grind in 
the prison house. Howbeit the hair of his head began to grow 
again after he was shaven (Judg. 16 ; 21, 22). 

Scholars: Great men are not always wise (Job 32 : 9). 

Teachers: Better is little with the fear of the Lord, than 
great treasure and trouble therewith (Prov. 15: 16), 

All: The Lord is the strength of my life (Psa. 27 : 1). 

Lesson 12.—Superintendent; And Ruth said, Intreat me 
not to leaye thee, and to return from following after thee: for 
whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, b will 
lodge (Ruth 1 + 16). 

Scholars: Thy people shall be my people, and thy God my 
God (Ruth 1: 16). 

Teachers : Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be 
buried: the Lord do so to me, and more also, if aught but 
death part thee and me (Ruth 1: 17), 

All: Beloved, let 4s love one another: for love is of God; 
and every one that loveth is begotten of God, and knoweth 
God (1 John 4:7). } 





RECAPITULATION. 


The pre-view of the lessons for the quarter now ending was 
as follows: 


Topic.—God’s Promises Fulfilled. 
I, In tHE Conquest oF CANAAN (Lessons L-VI.). 

1. Receiving New Encouragement. 
2. Entering the Land, 
3. Commemorating the Entrance, 
4. Overcoming Through Faith. 
5. Failing Through Transgression, 
6. Receiving the Reward, 
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Il. In tHe Lire rm Canaan (Lessons VII.-XIL). 


1. Enjoying the Inheritance, 
2. Re-accepting the Service. 
3. Braving God’s Displeasure. 
4. Regaining God’s Favor. 

5. Regaining Lost Strength. 
6. Preferring God’s People. 


From the days of Abraham,-God had lavished promises 
upon his people, and these promises centered in their pos- 
session of the land of Canaan. How perfectly they were 
fulfilled is shown in this quarter’s lessons, and is declared in 
the golden text of the quarter, which affirms: “ There failed 
not aught of any good thing which the Lord had spoken 
unto the house of Israel; all came to pass.” 

So far as The Conquest of Canaan was concerned, it afforded 
illustration of fulfilled promises,in the following particulars: 

Lesson 1.—Moses was dead, the appointed mourning 
for him was over. Canaan was just before the people, and 
they were about to enter it. Their new leader, Joshua, had 
assumed charge, and it was but natural that he should be 
found “ Receiving New Encouragements.” (1) The New 
Leader is therefore addressed; (2) The Great Opportunity 
awaiting him and the people is pictured; and (5) The Supreme 
Encouragement, from God, and covering all possible needs, 
is given,—all of which merely reiterates what God had said 
in substance many times before. 

Lesson 2.—According to promise, the people next appear 
“Entering the Land.” How they were to enter was care- 
fully stated to their leader, who thereupon issued (1) March- 
ing Orders, of remarkably strange character, but yet such as 
inspired (2) Immediate preparation on the part of all con- 
cerned. What God had assured his people should be accom- 
plished was fully realized in their (3) Triumphant Entrance, 
fulfilling oft-repeated and long-cherished promises. 

Lesson 3.—Having so gloriously entered the land, what 
more appropriate than “Commemorating the Entrance,” 
here set forth? We see (1) The Entrance Effected, the peo- 
ple really being in Canaan. The necessity for the miracle 
of the crossing being past, we see (2) The Waters Released, 
they again flowing in their wonted channels; then (3) The 
Memorial Erected claims attention, and becomes a standing 
incentive to questioning on the part of Israel’s youth, and to 
praiseful answer from their elders. 

Lesson 4.—The actual conquest of the land now begins, 
and at Jericho we see Israel “ Overcoming Through Faith.” 
There is (1) Revelation, from God, as to his plan of taking 
the stronghold; (2) Obedience, implicit and complete, to all 
God had directed ; and (3) Victory, when the city’s walls fall 
down flat, and the victors spoiled it in the Lord’s name, and 
destroyed their formidable foes. 

Lesson 5.—But the ruling of their own spirits is more tAan 
the capturing of a city, and so, because in the person of 
Achan Israel had sinned, “ Failing Through Transgression,” 
at the walls of Ai, claims attention. We see (1) Disaster, as 
Israel flees before the men of Ai; (2) Distress, so deep and 
dreadful that Joshua and the elders, with rent garments and 
dust-covered heads, lie upon the earth and mourn. But (3) 
Reproof, from the Almighty, puts them in the way of amend- 
ment and of final success. 

Lesson 6.—In process of time the conquest was practically 


accomplished, and the tribes received their several allot- | - 


ments. To Caleb, special promises had been made because 
of his fidelity in the matter of spying out the land, and this 
lesson presents him as “ Receiving the Reward.” He makes 
a statement of (1) The Reward Promised; in accord with 
which there is (2) The Reward Claimed ; and true to the 
promise (3) The Reward Received, Caleb being allotted the 
very ground dedicated to him so many years before. 

Next follow illustrations of the fulfilling of God’s promises 
in The Life in Canaan. To this, as a most desirable existence, 
Israel had ever been looking, and ail the promised blessed- 
ness in this respect was literally fulfilled in their history. 

Lesson 7.—We see Israel “ Enjoying the Inheritance” in 
the land. There are (1) Gracious Promises Fulfilled, in the 
subjugation of their enemies; (2) Holy Services Ministered 
in the way of brotherly kindness and mutual help; and (3) 
Splendid Possessions Enjoyed, on both sides of the Jordan, 
and by all the tribes of the chosen people. 

Lesson 8.—Prone to wander, as Joshua knew Israel to be, 
he, just before the close of his life among them, makes a 
splendid effort to secure their renewed consecration to God, 
in response to which we see Israel “ Re-accepting the Ser- 
vice” of Jehovah. (1) The Character of Jehovah is fully 
set before them; (2) The Vow of Israel is firm and clear in 
response to Joshua’s appeal; and (3) The Stone of Witness is 
reared, as a perpetual reminder of the vows of fidelity then 
and there made. 

Lesson 9.—Joshua has died, and judges rule the people. 
In intervals between their several dispensations the people 
fall away from fidelity, and follow the false gods of the 
nations about them, thus “ Braving God’s Displeasure.” . We 
behold them (1) Forsaking the Lord; (2) Despising His 
Wrath; and (3) Suffering His Chastisements, in which dis- 
cipline his faithfulness to them is shown, and his promises 


g | defeat (lessons 4-6). 


Lesson 10.—“ Regaining God’s Favor” is, however, prac- 
ticable, and under Gideon it is attained. By God’s provi- 
sions we see (1) Pride Forestalled, in that the immense 
following of the new leader is discarded, lest it should beget 
self-confidence. (2) Numbers Reduced, by two successive 
digections of God, bring the army to a size which God 
consents to use. Then (3) God Accepted by all the nation 
is the guarantee of his renewed favor. 

Lesson 11.—Regaining Lost Strength,” as the saddest 
wanderers may, is illustrated in Samson’s case. This peerless 
champion appears (1) Without Strength, and that, too, by 
his shameful abandonment of his Nazarite vows; (2) Seeking 
Strength, when the full measure of his misery is realized by 
him; and (3) Exerting Strength, by God’s graciousness re- 
newed, and thereby at his own death he avenges his own 
wrongs, crushes out the foes of his people, and again shows 
how God completely fulfils his promises. 

Lesson 12.—“ Preferring God’s People,” as shown in the 
choice of Ruth, demonstrates the power God’s people had 
gained over their heathen neighbors. (1) Ruth’s Preference, 
thus aroused, elicits (2) Naomi’s Assent, though she appre- 
ciated the sacrifice of home and kindred Ruth thus made; 
while (3) Bethlehem’s Sympathy makes a home for the 
wanderers among the people of the Lord, where blessings 
unexpected and magnificent are received. 

In all these experiences “there failed not aught of any 
good thing which the Lord had spoken unto the house of 
Israel; all came to pass.” 





REVIEW LESSON THOUGHTS. 
BY ALEXANDER McLAREN, D.D. 


The lessons of this quarter may be grouped into four divis- 
ions: I, Preparations for the conquest (lessons 1-3), 2. 
Episodes in the conquest, showing the causes of victory and 
3. Settling down after the conquest, 
illustrating the conditions of future possession (lessons 7, 8). 
4, Apostasy and forbearance, exemplified by specimens from 
the stormy times of the judges (lessons 9-12). 

The incidents of the first group have the common purpose 
of encouraging the timid sons of the desert for their arduous 
task. To that end, God speaks bracing words to Joshua, 
guides the people by miracle through Jordan, and bids them 
pile the stones of memorial, His own blessed assurances, the 
manifestation in act of his presence, and leading of them 
whither they stand, and their own thankful recollection of 


office is to teach us to trust in God, “ who delivered, and doth 
deliver, in whom we hope that he will yet deliver!” 

The second group (lessons 4-6) is concern€éd with the con- 
quest, and sets before us in the fall of Jericho an instance of 
victory won by obedient trust ; in the repulse at Ai, an exam- 
ple of defeat incurred by sin; and, in the story of Caleb, a 
picture of what God’s soldiers might be in undecaying 
strength and unflagging enterprise. 

The capture of Jericho, as the first incident in the con- 
quest, presented to the Israelites, in the purest form, God’s 
act as the sole cause of victory. The whole of the details 
are shaped with a view to deepen that conviction. Hence 
the prominence of the sacred number, seven, in the days of 
march, in the final number of circuits of the doomed city, in 
the priests and trumpets. Hence the six days’ silent proces- 
sion and the shrill shout on the seventh are all that the peo- 
ple have to do. Hence the conspicuous place of the ark. 
“The Lord hath given you the city” is the meaning of it 
all. He is more distinctly active, and they are more com- 
pletely passive in the fall of Jericho than in the rest of the 
victories of the campaign. The first step calls for unmistak- 
able tokens of his help, which will avail for memory and 
faith in future stages. Miracle is in its place at the begin- 
nings of an epoch ; and they who have once seen the walls of 
Jericho fall flat, without a hand being lifted against them, 
ought to be sure of the same divine help when they have to 
wield their swords without any sign of its presence, The 
first martyr saw heaven opened, and the Son of man standing 
ready to receive his spirit, that later martyrs might be sure 
of the same sympathy, though no like vision shone through 
the smoke or hovered above the sands of the amphitheatre, 
The fall of Jericho was a transient making visible of an 
eternal fact, which is as real and available for encouragement 
to-day as it was to the Israelites, whose victories it inau- 
gurated and explaing}, , God fights for his servants, whether 
weaponed or weapontéss, so long-as they order their march 
and their doings by his command, 

The defeatat Ai is the converse of the fall of Jericho, 
showing the’secret causes of failure, as i¢ did the true reason 
of success, One man’s sin may ruin a community. The 
religious condition of the Church is profoundly affected by 
the secret evils of single members. Disobedience to God’s 
commands ensures defeat, even by contemptible adversaries, 
Hidden sin leads to open disaster. Nothing eats out the 
strength of God’s servants more surely than the love of money 
and luxury. The church which tolerates Achan, if only he 





his wonders, are the secrets of his servants’ courage. So far 
as these are dependent on him, he abundantly provides them 
before he sends us to warfare; and if we do not faithless.y 
forget his benefits, we shall be able to march right up to the 
most threatening city of the enemy. His gifts and our duty | 
in anticipation of daily struggles and large enterprises for 
‘him are clearly taught us in this first group. 

Taking them in detail, we may note how, in the first lesson, 
we have an exhilarating setting forth of the grounds and 
obligations of bold strength. Every clause rings like the 
sound of a trumpet. The very loss of the great lawgiver is 
put in the front as a reason, not for despair, as if God were 
dead as well as Moses, but as calling for strenuous discharge 
of the task which has dropped from the dead hands. “ Moses 
. is dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan.” We 
honor fallen leaders, not by bewailing their loss, but by carry- 
ing on their work. The same animating strain breathes in 
the repetition to Joshua of the promises made to his prede- 
cessor: “The grass withereth: ... but the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever.” When the mortal leaders pass, the 
immortal Lord is more clearly seen. “I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.” The unchanging word and presence of 
the unchanging God are the foundations of our strength, and 
where these are laid, strength and courage are a duty. “ Be 
strong and of a good courage” is thrice repeated, as being 
the one essential for God’s soldiers, and the way to be so is 
laid down as emphatically. It is to obey and treasure God’s 
law. These are the conditions of successful warfare for him. 

The passage of the Jordan is declared to have a double 
purpose,—to confirm the authority of Joshua, and to assure 
the people that God himself was launching them, as his 
thunderbolt against the obscene rabble that defiled the land. 
To them, too, the passage of Jordan had a message when they 
heard of it; for “their heart melted, neither was there spirit 
in them any more.” Who could doubt of victory in a cam- 
paign into which they were thrust by such a miracle? God 
ever prepares us for bold warfare by making us sure that he 
has led us into the field; and if we have that assurance 
(which we may have), we need never doubt but that, where 
the ark has led us, victory will be ours. Let no man be sure 
of success unless he is sure of God’s guidance. 

As the first and second lessons have showed his gifts for 
our encouragement, so the third shows his servants’ duty in 
order to reap the full benefit of the gifts. They must be 
careful to treasure them in thankful remembrance. Hope is 
fed by memory, and they who rightly ponder and keep alive 
the past will’not dread the conflicts of the present or of the 
unknown, future. Memory is too often made the slave of 





are again fulfilled. 


vain regrets, and a corrosive of present mercies, Its true 


will give some of his shekels in subscriptions, will never 
capture little Ai, let alone walled Jericho. 

In Caleb’s hale and youthful old age we see the rewards of 
the faithful servant and soldier. Whoever “wholly” follows 
the Lord will bear a charmed life, and pass untouched 
| through many a fight, so long as God wills it. Nor will he 
be wearied of his work, nor selfishly sigh for repose or easy 
tasks. Strength will be braced, and not worn down, by toil; 
enthusiasm deepened and sobered, but not slain, by advancing 
years. To such a one the past will unroll itself in memory 
as one long series of promises fulfilled and preserving miracles. 
New fields for conquest will open till the very end, and 
matured, experienced powers will crave to measure them- 
selves against tasks too hard for younger arms, and glorious 
as they are hard. The physical frame of God’s servants is 
subject to the common law of weariness and decay, but the 
eternal life within has nothing to do with time. Spirits do 
not grow old, and one of the blessed issues of a life spent in 
whole-hearted service of God is that it runs clear to the last 
drop, and has no bitter sediment at the end. 

The third group, comprising lessons 7 and 8, belongs to the 
transition time, when the war was substantially ended, and the 
military organization was dissolved, preparatory to settling 
down in the land. Such a time is always dangerous. It is 
harder to keep than to win. Great epochs leave lassitude 
behind. Men who have stood shoulder to shoulder in the 
field of some great war or controversy are apt to lose the 
glow of brotherly sympathy when they separate to their 
farms and merchandise. The principles which animated for 
the fight often drop out of sight in the round of uneventful 
life. So these two lessons show us the dangers to be guarded 
against in such times, and the methods of avoiding them, 
The first points to the danger that peace and the pursuits of 
ordinary callings might weaken the sense of unity, as it 
would diminish the occasions for co-cperation. The two and 
a half trans-Jordanic tribes were necessarily isolated, and 
Joshua fears that their local isolation might loosen the 
national tie. He therefore invests their departure with 
some solemnity, warmly praises their brotherly devotion, 
dismisses them with thanks and eulogiums and benedictions, 
and charges them to keep sacred the one bond of unity, the 
common adherence to the law of God. The surest way to 
secure the continuous exhibition of any excellence is to give 
ample credit for it, and show that it isexpected. Men rarely 
fail to honor the drafts so drawn on them. The true centre 
of unity for the Church, as for Israel, is the “law of the 
Lord;” and they who love the Lord their God, and walk 
in his way, can never be far from one another, whatever 
streams may run between, | and however diverse their inher- 


itance and calling. 
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The other great danger threatening Israel in peaceful times 
is that it may its sense of dependence on Jehovah, and 
yield to surrod@ding idolatries, Therefore the last act of the 
assembled nation, as represented by its elders, is the renewal 
of the covenant. They are gathered on a site sacred by asso- 
ciations with Abram’s tent and Jacob’s purifying of his house- 
hold from idolatry beneath the mountains which had echoed 
to the blessings and curses of the law. Joshua represses 
inconsiderate ardor, and draws to a fixed purpose, by setting 
forth the requirements of God’s service, which are based 
upon his sovereign holiness and jealous love. He puts 
plainly the severe retribution which must come on those 
who take his vows and break them. Such dissuasives are 
persuasives to generous hearts, They are also the impera- 
tive duty of all who seek to attract men to God’s service. 
Ilis recruiting officers are to hide nothing and exaggerate 
nothing. Blind vows are not accepted. Lightly made re- 
solves are soon blown away. Straw catches fire quickly, and 
dies as soon. Coal takes longer to kindle, and is harder 
to put out. 

The fourth group carries on the story into the dark times 
of apostasy, misery, repentance, and deliverance, which make 
the epoch of the judges. ‘We have first, in Lesson 9, the 
general outline of these dreary centuries, in which that 
miserable round was repeated over and over again. It is the 
prelude to the whole book, the general formula of which its 
incidents are the examples. As regularly as the march of 
the seasons came these four phases,—idolatry, servitude, 
deliverance, transient return to God; and then idolatry once 
more, and at its heels, in due order, the others, Such strange 
constancy in the sequence sets in a wonderful light man’s per- 
sistent evil and God’s patient love, which never ceases to toil 
and hope for our recovery, and never refuses to welcome our 
return. Sin is long drawn out, but God’s love overlaps it. 

In Lesson 10, we learn that God does not need many, in 
order to conquer, but that he does need the few to be fit. 
His cause is generally in the hands of a minority, and 
counting heads is not only a fallacious test of truth, but 
misleads as to the probabilities of victory, but the little band 
must be a picked band. God can do without numbers, but. 
not without character, The band has to pick itself, by a self- 
acting test, which is an unconscious self-revelation. First the 
cowards are got rid of; for, if a man is afraid, and lets his 
fear eclipse his faith,God can win no. victories with him. 
Then the self-indulgent are got rid of; for if a man thinks 
first of enjoyment and second of work, and had rather swill 
his full of the world’s delights than taste them moderately 
and without interruption of his march, he is not fit for God’s 
weapon. Brave confidence of success, willingness to face 
peril, rigid Spartan simplicity and moderation,—these are the 
requisites for God’s “forlorn hope,” to whom the honor is 
entrusted of storming the citadel, They may be few, but 
they are fit. 

The history and end of Samson proclaims the converse 
lesson of how self-indulgence drains God’s champion of his 
God-given might, and how for such a one, blindness, bond- 
age, and ignominious toil are his wages from the world to 
which he has yielded. But in his misery the blinded war- 
rior bewails and abhors his desecration of his divinely given 
power, and it gradually steals back into his shrunken muscles. 
Repentance is ever possible, and, with repentance, some return 
of abused gifts, to brighten Weath, if not to gladden life. 

These pages from the rough and bloody annals of the 
judges would not be complete without the sweet relief and 
contrast of the story of Ruth. In it we see that the flood of 
sin and war had not swept over all the land and all the years. 
We have a picture, which evermore lives in the hearts of 
men, of the true heroism of a gentle woman, a witness of the 
purity and blessedness of the domestic life in many an 
unknown home in Israel, an early gathered sheaf and first- 
fruits, reaped at “the beginning of barley harvest,” and 
prophesying of the gathering in of the Gentiles, a lesson to 
Israel of its calling among the nations, and a rebuke of 
exclusiveness and hatred. Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson 
might seem to teach that Israel was set to be God’s sword, 
Naomi and Ruth teach the better lesson that it was appointed 
to be God’s torch, raying out the light of his name into th 
darkness, : 
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REVIEW TEACHING HINTS. 
BY A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D. 


Trust and triumph, or distrust and defeat,—the whole 
history of Israel was an illustration of these two things. 
The inspired record strives at all times so to set forth the 
history of the chosen people as to prove that trust was 
always followed by triumph, and distrust was always fol- 
lowed by defeat. This trust was not that blind and 
unfounded trust that Israel had when, in spite of their gross 
disobedience, they trusted in the mere physical presence of 
the ark, and were consequently worsted by the Philistines. 


_ It was that trust that was proved by their obedience to all 


the commandments and ordinances of the Lord their God. 
Taking this as the key-note of the lessons of the quarter. 





we may with much profit see its application and illustration 
in the story of the past twelve lessons, 

Lesson 1.—Here we -find the statement of the principle. 
As we studied this lesson, we realized how God was careful to 
reiterate the injunction to obedience, and to promise victory 
only on this condition. No other command seems to Have 
been so insisted upon as this one. Remember—remember— 
remember was the constant refrain. All the other lessons 
are but illustrations of how Israel remembered, or forgot, the 
Divine command. 

Lesson 2.—Trust, absolute and implicit, is here exemplified. 
There was no call for Israel to do anything but trust and go 
forward. They did all that was required of them. The 
rest God wrought by his own power. And the result was 
triumph, 

Lesson 8.—The memorial stones,—what were these but 
witnesses to the sure foundation on which so far the people 
had been building! They set forth to succeeding generations 
the fact that God had not been slack concerning his promise, 
but had fulfilled it to the letter. They stood as an encourage- 
ment to all succeeding generations to trust obediently to the 
word of the Lord, in the sure confidence that he would 
always be faithful to his word. 

Lesson 4.—Qnce more we see the result of a complete 
faith in the bare word of God. All mere reason was against 
the carrying out of such a plan for the destruction of the 
walls of the city. But in spite of this the people followed 
the word of God wholly, as Caleb had done before, and the 
result was the same ag they had experienced at a former time, 
triumph, 

Lesson 5.—This lesson teaches the second of our headings. 
In it we have recorded the only defeat which Israel suffered 
during the lifetime of Joshua. Achan, who would not 
believe the word of God with regard to the spoil, put forth 
his hand, took, hid, lied, As a result, the army of Israel was 
defeated, and not until the sin was atoned for were they again 
able to stand before their enemies, 

Lesson 6.—That principle which we have seen applied to 
the people as a whole, we see in this lesson applied to Caleb 
as an individual. His whole life had been one of supreme 
trust. He wholly followed the Lord, in days of darkness 
and difficulty as well as in days of prosperity, and the result 
we see in this lesson; for, though long delayed, his reward 
yet came at the end, while the reward of those who had 
made the hearts of the people to melt never came at all. 


Lesson 7.—In this we may see the principle illustrated in 
a different way. The peopie, long before they had crossed 
the Jordan, trusted God that they would one day reach that 
land, and were willing to help their brethren gain possession 
of the land on the west side of the river. Then, in turn, 
those who already had their lands believed that God would 
give their brethren the victory over the inhabitants of the 
land. In this faith they crossed over and gave battle to the 
Canaanites. They were rewarded for this faith; and now we 
see them returning to their families in peace, with the bless- 
ings of their brethren and their God as a rich reward. 

Lesson 8.—This is another of those instances which came 
more than once in the history of God’s people, when they 
renewed their covenant, and again reminded themselves of 
the truth of that which we have been considering to-day in 
this review. Israel was prone to forget that her true safety 
lay in obedience, and therefore it was a good thing for her to 
bring the fact to her own remembrance time and again. 

Lesson 9.-The whole Book of Judges is a repetition of 
the truth that righteousness exalteth a nation, but that sin 
is a reproach to any people. As often as Israel sinned, so 
often she fell under the power of her enemies, and as often 
as she cried in earnest to God, and repented of her sins, so 
often did he raise up deliverers for her rescue. If only she 
had learned this lesson once for all! 

Lesson 10.—A grand specimen of a trusting man and a 
trusting army, and, of course, a grand triumph. No more 
conspicuous example of faith could be found in the whole 
Old Testament history. 

Lesson 11.—Now the reverse of the picture is again shown. 
Samson was stronger than Gideon, and in single combat 
could easily have worsted him. Yet he meets his death 
through the machinations of a woman. Sin it was that 
weakened him first, and then he became the sport of all who 
wanted to toy with him. 

Lesson 12.—As beautiful a lesson on faith as the preceding 
one was sad,—personal, this time, also, and not national. 
Women, this time, and not warriors, set us the example. In 
fact, the faith of some of the Old Testament women is grand 
enough to be put alongside of that of Abraham, and not to 
suffer by contrast. 

Now let the teacher prayerfully try to make the scholars 
understand that the same principle holds true to-day, ard 
that the ultimate victory will surely be on the side of him 
who exercises unbounded faith in the word and promise of 
God. He it is who at the end, having endured, will be saved, 
and not saved only, but given power and an’ inheritance 
incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. 

New York Oitw. 





A LAYMAN’S REVIEW HINTS. 
BY GEORGE W. CABLE. 


After we have reviewed the titles of the quarter’s twelve 
lessons, have grouped and sorted their human characters 
have recalled their various scenes and events, and have still 
saved enough of the lesson hour or half-hour (as we are in 
duty bound to do), tosum up the great principles and precepts 
learned, what are they, and of what use are they to us who 
have a gospel knowledge of God and of the daily life accept- 
able to him? 

They are of use to us, first, because they are set forth in a 
literary form, and in scenes and events, so widely different 
from those of the Gospels and Epistles. Second, because their 
historical setting so greatly increases our interest in the Gos- 
pels and Epistles, with which, notwithstanding their differ- 
ence, they are really in &rmony. And, third, because of 
the very incompleteness, and even dimness, by which they 
limit our view to the mere mass and outline of the gospel’s 
great, few, first truths and duties. Have you not seen the 
artist lean back and peer at his sketch through half-closed 
eyes? He was shutting out the minuter details; simplify- 
ing, for a moment, his subject and his view. So here. 

Here we see, for instance, man recognized not merely as 
faulty in judgment, but as a sinner against the one, true, holy 
God; yet though a sinner, “in no wise cast out” unless, and 
only while, in his settled choice he prefers to be a sinner. 
We see here God’s favor gained and held on the simple gos- 
pel terms of penitence, faith, and the desire and effort to obey. 

Every event in the twelve lessons, wellnigh every event in 
the whole record of Israel’s history under Joshua and the 
judges, has its principal value in its relation to the covenant. 
And as in the gospel, so here, the inexorable condition of a 
heavenly Father's favor is not the covenant perfectly kept, 
but the constantly broken covenant faithfully and constantly 
renewed; the daily renewed repentance, dependence, choice, 
and effort ; not in sentiment only, nor in outward perform- 
ance only, but in both at once; in sentiment and in fact; 
“in spirit and in truth.’ Yea, and in love, out beyond the 
shalt and the shalt not of law; as we see in the gospel accord- 
ing to Ruth. 


But, says some student, with troubled face, the trouble is, 


that, while there are these teachings in harmony with the 
gospel, these gospel undertones, there are also other com- 
mands and precepts utterly and appallingly in discord to the 
gospel idea of God and of the laws of merey and love between 
man and man. Stop, friend; you go too far; commands, if 
you please, but not precepts. Mark it! Nowhere‘ in Scrip- 
ture does God appear uttering a precept contrary to the spirit 
of the gospel. Moses, or Deborah, or David, may say it, but 
you shall not find it on the lips of God. Commands, yes, 
But, insists the troubled student, isn’t it the same thing? 
If God commands a thing, does he not inevitably commend 
that thing? Yes, but how long, and how widely? Only 
within the time and under the conditions necessary to the 
fulfilment of the command. Cut away that mast! burst in 
that window! knock that lunatic down! Such a command 
may be entirely righteous—nay, merciful—in a particular 
case ; but it does not commend or justify the general cutting 
away of masts, smashing of windows, or knocking down of 
lunatics. 

The troubled student is silent, but he shakes his head. 
Presently he says, God’s case and man’s case are not the 
same. Man is limited in his resources; but are not God’s 
resources infinite? They are not so infinite that God can 
violate an eternal truth. It is, to use St. Paul’s phrase, “an 
immutable thing” that man, to be saved as a morally free 
and responsible being, must be put, for the time, not beyond 
the power of, yet beyond the operation of, God’s compul- 
sions. However God may command or persuade, by law, by 
precept, or by providence, he never, on earth, by absolute 
compulsion, destroys the freedom of moral choice in any 
human creature, and continues to hold him morally responsi- 
ble. Now, here arises an emergency, so to speak; an inevi« 
table necessity in the preservation of man’s moral free agency, 
for the giving of temporary divine commands adapted to 
man’s moral conceptions, to the shortness of his spiritual 
vision, to “the hardness of his heart” at a particular time 
and juncture. Had the Hebrew nation been morally capable 
of a great missionary work among the heathen nations of 
Palestine, missionaries, we may be sure, God would have 
made them. But the Israelites could not have been made 
missionaries in that or any othér generation, except by force, 
and a missionary cannot be made by force. They could only 
save themselves from utter apostasy by destroying the heathen 
round about them. But nowhere do we find the destruction 
of the heathen made “a statute forever.’ God’s transient 
commands righteously and mercifully stoop to man’s sinful 
incapacities, but always stoop to lift him out of them. God’s 
eternal commands yield nothing to man’s sinfulness, but are 
absolutely faithful to God’s own eternal perfections, 

Moreover, God, condescending to man’s weakness and 
hardness by transitory legislation, never—according to this 
very history that we have been studying—put such legisla- 
tion into operation without first, and as if in divine protest, 
setting forth his own, better, holy, and eternal way, some 
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. of God’s presence.with them? What did they set up as a 











times in plain commandments, a8 on Sinai, sometimes in dim 
but beautiful symbolism, ‘as in the week-long procession that 
bore the ark of the covenant and blew the trumpets of 
jubilee around doomed Jericho; or, as in the torch-bearing 
and trumpet-blowing of Gideon and his three hundred. 

Do these thoughts give you any light? Do they satisfy 
you? Do they not satisfy you? In either case remember, 
dear reader, they are but a layman’s hints. 

Erie, Pa. 





REVIEW HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY 
TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


One valuable form of review for little children is to give 
them a knowledge of the individuality of Scripture characters, 
pelping them to see what in each -is worthy of being an 
example or a warning. This quarter presents a good oppor- 
tunity for this method, as there are not too many prominent 
persons to allow of a distinct idea of each. Write. the 
names on the blackboard, and draw out from the class all 
that they can remember about each one. We began-with 
one who was called, like Moses, “the servant of the Lord.” 

Joshwa.—Of what people was he to be the leader? Eight 
of our lessons are connected with his life and words. We 
began with the words which the Lord spoke to him, and 
through him to the people. Over and over the words came, 
“Be strong and of a good courage.” What does the name 
“Joshua” mean? If he was to be the savior of his people, 
he must be ready to lead them wherever the Lord should tell 
them to go: God said, “I will be with thee: I will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee.” What book was not to depart out 
of his mouth? Who wrote down, before he died, all the 
things that God said Joshua and the people were to do? 
Joshua obeyed these commands; all through the Book of 
Joshua we are told that the. people did “as the Lord com- 
manded Moses.” Will God give us good success if we ‘keep 
all the commands that he has given? 

What river flowed between the people and the . Promised 
Land? ‘Was Joshua afraid when God told him to lead the 
people over it? How did they cross? What was the sign 


memorial of his love and care? What promise has he given 
about passing through the waters? What walled city was 
in their way? How does a golden text say the walls of 
Jericho fell down? Why was not the little city of Ai-taken 
just a8 easily? Whose advice did Joshua forget to ask, 
before he sent his soldiers up to attack it? Who had sinned? 
What had he done? Is it any better for us now to keep 
from God what we ought to give to him? 
After the fighting was over, and God had kept his promise 
to give them the land, how many tribes did Joshua send b&ck 
over the Jordan? Where had their wives and little ones 
been waiting for them during the war? What does a golden 
text tell us to bear? These men had done their duty in 
helping their brethren to conquer the land; what did Joshua 
tell them to “ take diligent heed to do” in their new homes? 
Was Joshua afraid that they would forget the command- 
ments of the Lord, away over on the other side of the river? 
Joshua was just as anxious to help others to keep the law as 
he was to keep it himself. Which lesson tells us how he 
assembled the peopie together to hear his last words? What 
did he say God would do if they forsook him? What did 
all the people promise? What did Joshua set up in their 
sight under an oak-tree to be a witness? How old was 
Joshua when he died? We learned about another old min, 
Joshua’s companion and friend. 
Caleb— Who sent twelve spies up to search out the land? 
Which two brought back a good report? What city did 
God promise to Caleb, because he “wholly followed the 
Lord”? What kind of people lived in those high-walled 
cities? Who would help Caleb to drive them out? Was 
Joshua glad to give his old friend the reward that he had 
earned? Will God fail to give us our reward, if we follow 
him as Caleb did? Who has gone before to prepare us 
“many mansions” ? 
Gideon.—After Joshua died, the people forgot his words, 
and “forsook the Lord.” How did God punish them? 
When their enemies were many and strong, what young man 
was raised up to be a judge and to deliver them? How do 
you know that Gideon was humble? He was timid for him- 
self ; was he strong in the Lord? With how many soldiers 
did he conquer the Midianites? How were they chosen? 
Do you think Gideon’s name should be in the list of brave 
and true heroes? 
Samson.—What strong man was in trouble, and blind? 
Why was he in a prison house? What kind of companions 
brought him into all histrouble? Is it ever safetosin? Does 
Samson seem to have repented, as his strength came again ? 
Where did he pray that last prayer? What is said about 
“the dead which he slew at his death” ? 
Ruth.—Who went over into the land of Moab to live, with 
her husband and two sons? What were the names of their 
wives? When Naomi bade them return, which one went 
back? Which one chose to go with Naomi? What did she 


like Gideon? like Ruth? 


come back to live? How did God bless her in her home 
and family? What king was descended from Ruth? What 
other King, the son of David, was born in Ruth’s city ? 

Several of our lessons have been of great congregations of 
people. Let the children recall and describe the great 
meetings. Tell how the millions of people stood by the 
Jordan in sight of the ark; about the thousands that marched 
around Jericho; how the multitude at Shechem listened to 
Joshua’s parting words; how the great company in the 
house of Dagon watched Samson making sport. Other les 
sons are about quiet conversations of individuals. To Joshua 
alone came the words of the Captain of the Lord’s host; to 
Gideon alone the order to choose and to conquer; Ruth was 
alone with Naomi when she decided to follow her mother-in- 
law. Are there lessons for us alike in the doings of the 
great congregations and the story of each life? Encourage 
practical answers, and impress the truth they show, as you 
ask, How would you wish to be like Joshua? like Caleb? 


\ 
Louisville, Ky. 





REVIEW QUESTION HINTS. 
BY EUGENE TAPPAN, 


1. Why was Joshua made leader? What was given him 
todo? How did he become successful? What work have 
you to do? 

2. How was Jordan an obstacle? What was Joshua’s 
faith? Tell how the people crossed. How-are you to meet 
difficulties? 

3. What memorial was placed in Gilgal? What would 
children ask their parents? How would the fathers answer? 
Why should I remember God's mercies? 
_ 4. How did Jericho seem impregnable? Tell what Israel 
did. Tell what God did? How may I overcome the world? 
5. What was Achan’s sin? What defeat did Israel suffer? 
How were these two things connected ? Why should I keep. 
from sin? 
6. How long had Caleb waited? What was given to him? 
Why was it a fit gift? What reward is ours, if faithful? 
7. Who had lands in Gilead? Who had lands in Canaan? 
How did all help in fighting? Why should I be unselfish? 
8. What was Joshua’s first great work? What partition 
did he make? What was his religious work? Why should 
I serve God? 
9. What nation worshiped the true God? What was that 
nation’s besetting sin? How did the judges help the people? 
Why should I beware of unbelief? 

10. How was Gideon’s army twice reduced? 
Gideon attack the Midianites? 
teach? What can our faith do? 
11. What was Samson’s mission? Show his forlorn state 
in prison? What was his last great act? How shall I keep 
spiritual strength? 
12. Why were Naomi and Ruth friends? Repeat some of 
Ruth’s words. What beautiful points in the story? How 
may I make religion attractive ? 
Winchester, Mass. 


How did 
What lesson did God thus 








TEMPERANCE LESSON. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Num, 6 : 1-4.) 
COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 


1 And the Lorp spake unto| 1 And the Lorp spake unto 
MO’ses, saying, 2 Moses, saying, Speak unto the 

2 Speak unto the children of children of Israel, and say 
Is’ra-€], and say unto them, When unto them, When either mah 
either man or woman shall sepa- or Woman shail make a special 
rate themselves to vow @ vow of a vow, the vow of 1a Nazirite, 
Niz’a-rite, to separate themselves to 2?separate himself unto the 
unto the Lorp; 8 Lorp: he shall separate him- 

3 He shall separate himself from self from wine and strong 
wine and sttong drink, and shall drink ; he shall drink no yine- 
drink no vinegar of wine, or vin- 
egar of strong drink, neither shall 
he drink any liquor of grapes, nor 
eat moist grapes, or dried. 

4 All the days of his separation 
shall he eat nothing that is made 
of the vine tree, from the kernels 
even to the husk. 





even to the husk. 





tion Or, Naziriteship 
in verse 1. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D. LL.D. 


27; Num. 30). 


of special sacredness. 


garof wine, or vinegar ofstrong 
drink, neither shall he drink 
any liquor of grapes, nor eat 
4 fresh grapes or dried. All the 
days of his® separation shall he 
eat nothing that is made of the 
grape-vine, from the kernels 


1That is, one separated or consecrated, *%Or, consecrate *%Or, consecra- 
The American Committee would stibstitute “ Jehovah” for“ the Lorp” 


Vows of various descriptions are recognized in the Mosaic 
law, pledging the surrender to the Lord of persons or of | of epicures and debauchees, and all symbols of sensual attrac- 
ptoperty, and regulations are given respecting them (Lev. 
They are also mentioned in the sacred his- 
tory, both before and after the time of Moses (Gen. 28 : 20; 
1 Sam. 1:11; Psa. 66:13,14). The Nazarite vow, which is 
described in this chapter, was one of peculiar character and 


explicitly declared that the following regulations were given 
by God to Moses, Any critical or archeological theories 
which would assign this law to a later periody and maintain 
that the institution of ‘the Nazarites originated after the 
settlement of Israel in Canaan, is directly in the face of the 
plain statement here made. 


Verse 2,.— When either man or woman shall make a special 


vow: The particular kind of vow intended is explained in 


the words that immediately follow.—The vow of a Nasarite: 
The word means, as it is explained in the margin of the 
Revised Version, “one separated or consecrated ;” that. is, 
specially set apart to the service of God.. It did not involve, 
necessarily, residence at the senctuary, or any functions con- 
nected with its worship; nor did it require monastic seclu- 
sion, withdrawal from family ties, nor the interruption of the 
ordinary occupations or intercourse of life. But the person 
who was bound by such a vow was regarded, during the 
peridfl of its continuance, as consecrated and devoted to God, 
Amos 2: 11 speaks of it as a special favor to Israel that the 
Lord raised up young men among them as Nazarites. Samuel 
and Samson, who were f, azarites, were as such devoted to the 
service of God on behalf of his people, the latter in contend- 
ing against their foes, the former in laboring for their 
spiritual welfare—To separate himself unto Jehovah: There 
were three requirements laid upon the Nazarite, by which . 
his consecration was externall, indicated; namely, abstinence 
from wine or from any product of the vine, suffering the hair 
to grow untrimmed, and not allowing himself to contract cere- 
monial defilement from contact with a dead body. Ordinarily 
the vow was for a limited time; according to the Talmud, 
this could never be less than thirty days. It would seem that 
when the term was extended over the whole life there was 
some modification in the requirements. Samson did not 
shun contact with the dead (Judg. 14: 19); and abstinence 
from wine and strong drink, though spoken of in connection 
with the mothers of both Samson and Samuel (Judg. 13 : 4; 
1 Sam, 1: 15), is not expressly mentioned as enjoined upon 
or observed by themselves, This may perhaps, however, be 
presumed, as nothing is said to the contrary. 

Verse 3.—He shall separate himself from wine: As priests 
were forbidden to drink wine when they went into the sane 
tuary (Lev. 10: 9), because they should be in full possession 
of their faculties when engaged in sacred functions, and they 
should be especially guarded at such times not to indulge in 
anything that might obscure the action of their powers; 80 
the Nazarite was required to abstain from wine so’ long as he 
was under this vow of special consecration. When the period 
of his vow had expired, he might again drink wine (v. 20). 
While the Scriptures do not forbid the use of wine, they do 
forbid drunkenness as a gross sin, and one which is extremely 
displeasing to God. Intoxication debases and degrades our 
nature; it for the time destroys the reason and the moral 
sense, and reduces man to the level of a brute. A pledge to 
abstain from all that is intoxicating, while not enjoined as 
universally obligatory, finds explicit sanction in the Nazarite 
vow. He who so abstains is thereby freed from all risk of 
ever coming under the power of intoxicating drink himself, 
and gains an influence, which he could not otherwise have, 
over others, to preserve them from temptation and excess, 
The law of Christian love in all matters of expediency is 
clearly laid down by the Apostle Paul (Rom. 14: 21; 1 Cor. 
8 : 13.—And strong drink: Liquor prepared from barley, 
dates, honey, or any similar substances.— Vinegar of wine: 
Sour wine, or any product of acid fermentation.— Any liquor 
of grapes: Any drink prepared from grapes. Nor must he 
eat either grapes or raisins, nor, as verse 4 declares, anything 
whatever connected with the grapevine. His abstinence was 
symbolically intensified by extending it to everything that 
stood in any relation to wine, however remote, 


Princeton Theological Seminary. 





TEACHING POINTS. 
BY BISHOP H. W. WARREN, D.D., LL.D. 
DENIAL FOR DOMINION, 

Tt should be expected that a follower of the Almighty 
should do some things more than other men. He should 
master his appetites, desires, and passions, be king of him- 
self in order to be king of others. He should be king of his 
own faculties to get a habit of empireship. If one would do 
a great thing, whatever it may be, let him begin with self- 
denial. Shall Catiline harden himse'f by cold and hunger 
for Roman mastery, and a Christian give up to softness and 
needless self-indulgence ? 

If a man of a woman would separate himself or herself 
unto eminent service for God or man, they may get a strength 
of conquest by trial on themselves. They may refrain from a 
whole class of things suggestive of luxury, cut off all dainties 


tions ( Hos, 3: 1). 

The ambitious athlete eats some things and refrains from 
others in order to be strong,—does it with pleasure. There 
tingles in his fibres of strength a far richer joy than the 
tingles of intoxication in his weakness. Let the Christian 
athlete, who would run the race set before him, who would 








say about Naomi’s God and people? To what city did they 





Verse 1.—And Jehovah spake wnto Moses, saying: It is here 


conquer the world, the flesh, and the Devil, and be raised up 
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into the heavenlies, and sit beside the King of the universe 
‘take joyfully any self-denial, any spoiling of goods, give his 
body the black eye, and keep it under, as Paul says, for that 
end. 

There are spiritual hygienics and gymnastics. Why not 
have spiritual parallel bars, dumb-bells, clubs, and trapezes, 
not for the joy of using them, but for the strength they bring? 

It is to be expected that a gospel for all men should not 
only present all kinds of good, but warn: against all possible 
perils. Strong drink is not only a possible peril, but ong of 
the most perilous. Against any evil, there should not only 
be precept, but a monumental or organized protest. Let the 
pillar of salt warn against disobedient looking back, let the 
Dead Sea warn against sodomy, and let a pledged total 
abstinence warn against intoxication, even though never 
tempted to it ourselves, 

Every year’s study of God’s word brings higher reverence 
for its infinite wisdom, fuller assurance of its perfect pPacti- 
cability and adaptability to daily life, greater certainty that 
it is the one book of the past, also of the present and of the 
infinite years to come. 

To all readers so widely scattered that I cannot give you 
my hand, I offer the glowing warmth of a Christian heart. 
Our knowledge of each other, for a thousand years yet, is no 


+ matter, if our mutual studies make us know God better now. 


Denver, Colo, 


MISSIONARY LESSON. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Psa. 67 : 1-7.) 
COMMON VERSION. REVISED VERSION. 


To the Spit Musician on Nég/i- | For the Chief Musician ; onstringed 
h, A Psalm or Song. instruments. A Psalm, a Song. 


1 es et merciful unto us, and} 1 God be merciful unto us, and 








bless us; and cause his face to bless us, 
shine upon us; Sélah, And cause his face to shine 
2 That thy way may be known lupon us; [Selah] 
upon earth, thy saving health; 2 That thy way may be known 
among all nations, upon earth, 
“ Let the people praise thee,O| Thy saving health among all 
God ; let all the people praise thee. nations. 
4 O let the nations be glad and | 8 Let the peoples *praise thee, O 
ging for joy: for thou shalt God; 


judge the people righteously, and 
govern the nations upon earth. 
8é’lah. 

5 Let the people praise thee, O 
God ; let all the people praise thee. 

6 Then shall the earth yield her 
increase ; and God, even our own 
God, shall bless us. 

7 God shall bless us, and all the 
ends of the earth shall fear him. 


Let all the peoples prai<e thee. 
4 O let the nations be glad and 
sing for joy: 
For thou shalt judge the peo- 
ples with equity, 
And %govern the nations upon 
ear h. : [Selah] 
5 Let the peoples praise thee, O 
God; 
Let all the peoples praise thee. 
6 The earth hath yielded her in- 
crease : 
God, even our own God, shall 
bless us. 
7 God shall bless us; 
And all the ends of the earth 
shall fear him. 





__ 
1 Heb. withus. 2Or, give thanks nfo %He' 


b. U 
The American Committee would substivate Ssalvation” for “ saving 
health” in verse 2. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR W. HENRY GREEN, D.D., LL.D. 


The title of the psalm gives direction for its musical per- 
formance in connection with the services of the temple. For 
the chief musician: It was committed to the Levite in charge 
of the service of song at the sanctuary, who was to have this 
piece performed on stringed instruments, It is denominated 
@ psalm as rendered by the instruments, and @ song as ren- 
dered by the voice. 

Verse 1.—God be merciful unto us: The blessing which, as 
prescribed in the law, the priests pronounced upon the peo- 
ple (Num. 6 ; 24, 25), is here converted into a petition. The 
word here rendered “ be merciful” is the same that is there 
rendered “be gracious.” It is a prayer that God’s favor, 
however undeserved, may be graciously bestowed upon us.— 
And bless us: Confer upon us richly those gifts of his love, 
both temporal and spiritual, which may both promote our 
own true welfare in the highest degree and make us channels 
of good to others.—And cause his face to shine upon us: Dis- 
pleasure is shown by darkening frowns, a kindly disposition 
by a radiant countenance, Our sins, like thick clouds, have 
hidden his face from us. May he disperse these clouds, like 
the sun when it bursts forth after being obscured, and let the 
beams of his love shine directly upon us, or, as it is more 
exactly rendered in the margin, “with us,” both in the sense 
of accompanying us and befriending us! 

Verse 2—The purpose for which this divine blessing is 
implored is not limited to our own spiritual and eternal good. 
The Psalmist, so far from restricting his thoughts to the 
advantage which would thus accrue to God’s people, regards 
them but as the medium through which the knowledge of 
God would be extended to all mankind.—That thy way may 
be known upon earth: The reason why he pleads with God to 
bless Israel is that Israel might thus be made a blessing to 
the world. The signal benefits conferred upon them would 
attract universal attention, and lead men everywhere to seek 


a participation in them. . God’s way is his mode of dealing 
with those who truly serve him. His favors shown to his 
people would reveal to all beholders how gracious and benefi- 
cent God was.—Thy salvation among all nations: The salvation 
here referred to embraces all the good things, both temporal 
and spiritual, which God bestows. 

Verse 3.—Let the peoples [the various nations of mankind] 
praise thee: Though the true religion was confined to a single 
nation, it was destined to overspread the earth; and the 
worshipers of the Most High from the beginning anticipated 
with joy the time when all kindreds of men should pay their 
homage to the God of Israel. Converts from other nations 
were welcomed from the beginning, and allowed to attach 
themselves to the commonwealth of Israel, enjoying all the 
privileges and subject to precisely the same laws as the chil- 
dren of the patriarchs (Exod. 12: 49). And it was the sted- 
fast faith of the people of God under the Old Testament that 
his plans of grace would one day issue in the redemption of 
the whole world, and that the Lord of all would be by all 
adored.— Let all the peoples praise thee: Not only should God 
be honored by individuals, or, as then, by a single nation, or 
by several nations, but with absolute universality by all 
nations. All the kingdoms of the world shall become the 
kingdoms of our Lord. 

Verse 4.—This spread of the true knowledge and worship 
of God would bring such blessings in its train as to be the 
occasion of widespread gratulation. O let the nations be glad 
and sing for joy: There would be the highest occasion for 
rejoicing and thanksgiving. Nothing could so fill the earth 
with happiness and peace, nothing so promote the true wel- 
fare and the greatest good of men, as that they should come 
to know and serve the Lord, and that the blessings of his 
reign might unfold themselves in their experience.—For thou 
shalt judge the peoples with equity : His sway would be equitable 
and beneficent, and secure the best interests of men. He 
governs not only by external laws righteously administered, 
but rules in the hearts of men, leading each and all to love 
and practice what is right and good; and thus injustice, 
oppression, and all the evil and suffering that result from 
wrong-doing are banished, and peace and harmony and happi- 
ness take their place. Godliness has the promise of the life 
that now is, and of that which is to come.—And govern the 
nations upon earth: It is impossible to estimate what a glorious 
transformation would be wrought in the state of the world 
and the condition of human society, if all men were actuated 
by the principles of the gospel, and every heart was filled 
with love to God and love to men. 

Verse 5.—This is a prayer that God would so make him- 
self known to men that they would be constrained to praise 
him as he deserves to be praised, as well as an exhortation 
to men that they should be forward in discharging their 
obvious duty in this respect. The repetition of this verse in 
identical terms emphasizes the thought which it contains, 
and shows how prominent it was and how fervently dwelt 
upon in the mind of the Psalmist. 

Verse 6.—The earth hath yielded her increase: The psalm 
was composed, as appears from this verse, on the occasion of 
a plentiful harvest; and rises from the contemplation and 
experience of God’s providential goodness, thus exhibited, to 
the assurance that his infinite bounty will fill the earth with 
good, and will be recognized and praised by all.—God, even 
our own God: This manifestation of God’s favor toward his 
people, and his gracious supply of their physical necessities, 
is a recognition of his covenant relation to them.—VShall bless 
us; God’s gifts bestowed in the past are prophecies of more 
to come, 

Verse 7.—And all the ends of the earth shall fear him: The 
goodness of God shall be known and acknowledged by all the 
earth, and the recognition of his true character shall lead to 
pious fear. Even the remotest parts of the earth, the most 
degraded and barbarous nations, and those most sunk in 
superstition and ignorance, shall yet be made partakers of 
the great salvation. If the Psalmist could confidently enter- 
tain this glorious hope, when the little territory of Palestine 
was the only bright spot in the whole earth, what increased 
reason have we from the past triumphs of gospel grace to 
anticipate with certainty this glad consummation! 


Princeton Theological Seminary. 








WAYS OF WORKING. 


a 


HOME STUDY OF THE LESSON. 


No question arouses such perennial interest among 
earnest Sunday-school workers, or seems so difficult of 
practical solution, as the question of how to induce the 
scholars to study their lessons at home. The trouble is 
usually with the teacher. If a teacher cannot or.does 
not truly teach the lesson to the scholar in the class, it 
is not to be expected that the scholar will supply the 
teacher’s deficiency by his own unaided study outside of 
the class, either before or after the lesson-hour. The 
best way to secure home study on the part of the scholar 





is to secure school teaching on the part of the teacher. 





This point was emphasized in Notes on Open Letters, in 
these pages, a few weeks since. 

Aside, however, from the elevation of the standard of 
teaching in the school, which is the real key to the 
problem, there is obviously a gain in the use of such 
practical methods as will bring to the attention of all 
concerned their duties and responsibilities in this mat- 
ter. The scholar and the parent and the superintendent, 
as well as the teacher, each has his part to perform in 
securing adequate preparation for the work of the lesson- 
hour. It is for the teacher to realize just what work he 
would have his scholars do at home, and to see that they 
understand the nature and scope of the task assigned 
them. It is for the intelligent scholar to feel a sense oi 
responsibility for the proper performance of his part in 
the teaching process. It is for the parent to see that his 
child does whatever it is that child’s duty to do, in thé 
line of lesson preparation, and to give him whatever 
assistance may be necessary to its doing. And it is for 
the superintendent, with the aid of the secretary, to 
devise and maintain in a state of efficiency some wisely 
planned system, whereby the scholar and the teacher at 
schoo], and the scholar and the parent at home, shall 
receive a regular reminder of their duty in this matter, 
adequate helps to its performance, and unfailing recog- 
nition in return for faithful work. 

No one method, of course, will answer for all schools, 
or will commend itself to all judgments. Nor will any 
mere piece of administrative machinery make dull minds 
bright and cold hearts warm. Still less, if possible, is it 
to be expected that any system can be devised that will 
run itself, without the need for constant watching and 


| constant pushing on the part of those in authority. 


Within these limitations, however, system hasits place; 
and the superintendent who feels the importance of the 
scholar’s home study, and is determined to secure it, will 
seek the aid of system in the attainment of his ends. 

In the Grant Street Presbyterian Sunday-school of 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, a method is in use in the 
“Junior Class,” composed of some sixty children just out 
of the primary department, which seems to meet the 
requirements of the problem. The Rev. Charles I. 
Junkin, who devised the scheme, writes of it as follows: 

“ The roll is carefully marked at each session ; punc- 
tual attendance, tardy attendance, excused absence, and 
unexcused absence being noted by distinct symbols. In 
addition to this record on the roll-book, each scholar is 
marked for home study of the lesson. This record of 
home study is kept by the parent of the scholar, by the 
use of a large card tastefully printed in blue ink in the 
following form : 


























1fJ2{s|4|[5|[6 ]/7]8|9 |10 
11 
49 12 
Niisck coches saws bepun ssich Seacnseccece 
48 13 
47 The scholars in the Junton Cuass of the | 14 
GRANT STREET SUNDAY-SCHOOL are marked 
for regularity of attendance, and for work done, 
46 | on the following plan: for punctual attendance || 15 
they receive two marks, for late attendance one, |—— 
45 for an excused absence one, and for home study 16 
one. Attheend of the year the names of the first 
——| ten in order of merit are placed on the “ First |—— 
44, Honor ROLL,” and of the second ten on the | 17 
“SECOND Honor ROLL,” and they receive also 
suitable rewards. ‘‘ Home Study” means honest 
43 | study at home of the regular lesson and also of | 18 
—.__| the supplemental lesson. ‘This card contains the |—— 
only record of home study, and if it is not regu- | 49 
larly kept, or if it is lost, the scholar’s record is 
——| spoiled. The record is to be kept by the parents |—— 
41 | or guardians of the scholar by crossing off one | 20 
number for each lesson honestly studied, and at 
the end of the year is to be signed by both, as 
40 | indicated below, and handed to the teachers. The | 21 
——| help of the parents is earnestly requested in this |—— 
39 matter, 22 
3g | | believe this Record of Home Stody to be correct. 23 
37 Signature of Scholar, cos ccssrseesessesees 24 
we aio 
36 Bignature of Parent, ....0.n2ecces secsecceseee 25 
35| 34 | 33 | s2 | si | 30 | 29 | 28 | 27 | 26 











“ By this system of marking, regularity of attendance, 
punctuality, and diligence are kept continually before 
the eyes of all concerned. Teachers are required to know 
why scholars are absent, and scholars know that they 
will be expected to give a reason for every absence, 













































































nce, 
ore 
now 

‘ ey 








Deceitbet 13,1888.) 





705 








Punctuality takes its proper place as a duty quite as 


binding as regularity in attendance, and home study 
becomes a duty recognized, required, recorded, and re- 
warded by the school, The home-study card has peculiar 
advantages, even if disconnected with the general system 
of marking. It places the responsibility for home study 
where it ought to be—on the parent—and js calculated 
to secure the interest of all right-minded fathers and 
mothers. It will send the scholar to the parent every 
week to obtain the proper credit for work done, and 
thus make them co-workers, This general system of 
marking has been in practical operation since January 
1, 1887, and has produced such encouraging results that 
we introduced it, with slight modifications, into the 
entire school (excepting only the primary department), 
on October first of this year. The home-study card 
above given is the outgrowth of a series of experiments, 
and has been used only since July 1,” 


A modified form of the same idea has been recently 
introduced into a Philadelphia school, In this case, the 
card is to be returned at the end of each quarter, instead 
of at the end of the year. The cards are received by the 
secretary, who combines their marks with the attend- 
ance record of the class-books, to obtain the scholar’s 
quarterly and yearly standing. The card is arranged 
thus: 

















I HAVE LEARNED LESSON | 1 | 2 | 3 | | 5 | 6 
7 
PATTERSON MEMORIAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL, 
8 
HomMeE-Sgupy CARD oF 9 
FOB THB. .¢00cc00s000es QUARTER OF THE YEAR 18 . 
This record is correct, 10 
11 
Scholar. 
‘ 12° 
Parent, 13 














The other side carries the following 


EXPLANATION.—The scholars of the Patterson Memoriai 
Sunday-school are expected to study their lessons at home. 
Parents are asked to see that they do this, and to give them all 
needed help. If the lesson is all learned before coming to Sun- 
day-school, cross off its number on the other sidé of this card. 
At the end of the quarter, if the marks are correct, the card is 
to be signed by the scholar and the parent, and handed to the 
teacher at school. The marks will enter into the scholar’s quar- 
terly and yearly record. 

LEARNING THE LESSON means getting by heart (1) the les- 
son-title, (2) the lesson-place, (3) the lesson-facts, (4) the golden 
text, and (5) the supplementary lesson. The “lesson-place”’ 
means the place in. the Bible where the lesson is found. The 
“lesson-facts”” means a brief account, in your own words, of 
what the lesson says. Read first the lesson itself, and then all 
that the lesson-paper says about it. The “supplementary les- 
son’? means all that the teacher or the superintendent tells you 
to learn, outside of the regular lesson. 








BOOKS AND WRITERS, 


———>_—_——_ 


{In view of the fact that the reception of a complimentary 
copy of a book is supposed to lay upon the editor or publisher 
receiving it an obligation to give it a notice in the pages of his 
periodical, the proprietors of The Sunday School Times have 
decided to decline to receive a copy of any book, from its author 
or publisher, with a view to its notice in these pages. From 
among the many new books issuing from the press, such, and 
such only, are selected, for notice in this department, as are, in 
the opinion of the Editor, worthy of the special attention of the 
readers of The Sunday School Times. Books that are desired 
for such notice are purchased through the ordinary trade chan- 
nels, Announcements of new books, either by circular or by 
personal letter, are, however, always welcomed by the Editor.] 





DR. DORCHESTER’S CHRISTIANITY IN 
THE UNITED STATES* 


The importance of American church history has been 
so scantily recognized that it is a pleasure to find any 
earnest and* patient worker trying to cultivate this 
neglected field. Dr. Dorchester by his Problems of 
Religious Progress had already declared his interest in 
the subject; and when his new book was announced, it 
was supposed to be an expansion of its predecessor, But 
from the Preface we find that the Problems was but 
a kind of forerunner of a work to which our author has 
been giving his time and attention for more than a dozen 
years, taking it up where the late Dr. Robert Baird left 
it in his useful but defective account of Religion in 
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America. Out of these studies has grown a book which 
nobody can afford to overlook or neglect who is engaged 
in the study of American history in general, or is study- 
ing the conditions and development of church life in this 
country. No single volumein our literature is so rich 
in facts or so full of suggestion as regards the growth of 
the American churches and their relation to the national 
life. And, like his former book, there is none so likely 
to furnish a corrective to the tendency to cherish gloomy 
views of the future of both Church and nation. Not 
that Dr, Dorchester is an unqualified optimist, by any 
means. He hasa painful sense of many national dan- 
gers and shortcomings, and he gives these due space in 
his estimate of the present state of things, But he 
derives from a closer acquaintance with the past a high 
confidence that our difficulties are not insuperable, nor 
our faults past praying for. 

The book, however, is rather a fine collection of ma- 
terials for an American church history, than a history 
itself. It has no underlying philosophy to give unity to 
its multifarious facts, There isin it no explanation of 
the great lines of division which sunder our American 
Christendom into “ denominations,” or of the inner rela- 
tions of each to the others. Nor does Dr. Dorchester 
always grasp the distinctive atmosphere of the age, which 
gives church life in each period its especial direction. 


-|Nor has he any especial insight into the varieties of 


temperament and character which mark off the various 
elements of our national make-up from each other. He 
constantly refers to these things without taking his 
readers much farther into a comprehension of their 
meaning. Nor has he the passion for accuracy which 
ranks among the lower, but altogether indispensable, 
requirements of the historian. The observant reader has 
frequent occasion to note unscholarly slips, as when he 
turns Tyndale into a college professor, and makes the 
Pilgrim Fathers found Harvard College (p. 435); de- 
seribes the Scotch Covenanters as from the Highlands 
(p. 32); makes the Westminster Assembly invoke the 
authority of King James, although this is possibly a 
misprint ‘for “King Jesus” (p. 105); speaks of the 
Romans as waging war upon the Anglo-Saxons (p. 156); 
makes the Massachusetts Puritans sing Tate and Brady’s 
Psalms” (p. 162); ascribes the first catechism to 
Wyciif (p, 167), and the like, These may seem small 
matters, but they make a reader uneasy lest the handling 
of great ones has been after the same fashion, 

Comparing Dr. Dorchester’s references with the au- 
thorities cited by him, he seems fair and just on the 
whole, A less polemic tone would have been better in 
a historical discussion of the Roman Catholic Church; 
and, indeed, he has already made public acknowledg- 
ment of an error in his ascription to Archbishop Ryan 
of a declaration which the latter has disavowed, At 
some points the author’s Methodism modifies his state- 
ments,—as when he describes Universalism as a reaction 
from Calvinism, discusses Asbury’s attitude towards the 
Revolution, and narrates the rise of the African Metho- 
dist Church. And he seems at one or two points to have 
missed the significance of the facts in hand. Thus the 
rise of a new type of Episcopalianism in Connecticut 
with the secession of Samuel Johnson from Yale College 
is hot brought out as it should haye been, although it 
has affected the whole later history of that church. He 
has nothing to say of the controversy raised by the 
proposal to consecrate a bishop for the American colo- 
nies, and of the part played by this in preparing for the 
Revolution. If he had read Dr. Chandler’s Plea for 
that measure, he would not have fallen into the mistake 
of speaking twice of the American Episcopal clergy of 
colonial times as chiefly Englishmen. Nor does he 
notice how Whitefield’s New England converts Calvin- 
ized the Baptist body, not only in the New England and 
Middle States, but, through Shubbael Stearns of Con- 
necticut, in the South also. To the original Methodist 
movement we owe both our largest Arminian and our 
largest Calvinistic denominations, 

The historian of the American Church must write 
with one eye upon Europe, and especially upon the 
British Islands, There is very little that is original in 
the sectarianism of America. All, or nearly all, our 
divisions, have been imported from the Old World, 
although we have put some new wine, at times, into 
these old bottles of European manufacture, There have 
been countless minor modifications of European types, 
but very few forms that pesent real originality. This 
is not brought out sufficiently by Dr. Dorchester. He 
even claims for this country an originality which it does 
not possess, as when he asserts that the Regular Baptists 
originated in Rhode Island, without any impulse from 
abroad; the fact being that it was the arrival of Baptists 





from England, in the Providence colony, which turned 








the attention of Roger Williams and his friends to that 
question. So he traces the rise of the Disciples purely 
to the cogitations of Thomas and Alexander Campbell 
on the questions of baptism and creeds, in ignorance, 
apparently, of the influence of the Haldane movement, 
in Scotland, upon the minds of both. His account of 
this body is defective, also, in omitting any reference to 
the doctrine of “baptism for remission.” And in his 
history of the religious developments of the present cen- 
tury he notices neither the influence exerted by the 
Evangelical movement in England, nor the not less per- 
vading influence of the Oxford and Broad Church parties 
in the Church of England. The only Broad Church 
Dr. Dorchester knows, is that of Dr. Bellows and the 
Unitarians. 

In the history of theology the book leaves very much 
to be desired. There is a full account of the rise and 
variations of Unitarianism and Universalism, but as 
good as nothing on the great doctrinal development of 
Calvinism in New England since the time of Jonathan 
Edwards. Samuel Hopkins is mentioned chiefly as an 
opponent of slavery; and no reader would gather from 
the book the meaning of the term ‘ Hopkinsian,” 
although a page is given to some general discussion of 
the matter, in which the reader is told that “the religious 
sentiment of the country recognizes Calvinism as effete.” 
Dr. Bushnell appears only as having preached a sermon 
on the disaster of Bull Run! This is the more remark- 
able as Dr. Dorchester is a New England Methodist, and 
his brethren have not been by any means indifferent 
spectators of the wars of the theological schools which 
have gone on around them, His account of what lies 
within a short radius of Boston is always much fuller 
and more satisfactory than of matters farther off. He 
gives page after page to the Unitarian division, which 
hardly reached beyond Eastern .Massachusetts, but less 
than half a page to the not less interesting division among 
the Friends; and he confounds the great body of the 


followers of Elias Hicks with the little handful called 


“Progressive Friends.” Of the subsequent division, 
through John Wilbur, among Orthodox Friends, he 
seems to know nothing whatever, 

Some omissions deserye notice. Many minor sects, 
the Rogerene Baptists, the Dorrelites, the Pilgrims, the 
Overcomers, the Free Presbyterians, the Wilkinsonites, 
the New-Mooners, the Sandemanians, the Irvingites, and 
the Plymouth Brethren, are overlooked. There is no 
notice of the direct influence of Jakob Boehme, and his 
indirect influence, through William Law, upon the theo- 
logical thought of the colonies, especially of Pennsyl- 
vania; none of Samuel Gorton and his queer mystical 
sect at Warren, R. I.; and none of Thomas Upham and 
other mystics of our own day. ‘Dr, J. Hammond Trum- 
bull’s admirable book on The Blue Laws of Connecti- 
cut is not mentioned in the discussion of that topic, 
and as a consequence the denial of their authenticity is 
less emphatic than it might be made. The labors of Mr. 
Hazlitt, the father of the great critic, in propagating 
Unitarianism in Philadelphia and Boston, are not speci- 
fied. Nothing is said of the rise of the Missouri 
Lutherans as a national body of extreme Lutheran 
orthodoxy, nor of the division of the General Council 
from the General Synod; nothing of the controversy fn 
the German Reformed Church over the Mercersburg 
theology. Indeed, the German side of our religious 
life is one with which Dr. Dorchester has very little 
familiarity. 

The concluding chapters are especially rich in statis- 
tics, a matter in which Dr. Dorchester is very much at 
home. Both by tables and diagrams he seeks to bring 
before the reader the facts of our growth in all religious 
directions, and to prove that Protestantism as compared 
with Catholicism, and Evangelical Orthodoxy as com- 
pared with Liberalism of all shades, is becoming master 
of the allegiance of the American people in an ever-in- 
creasing degree. It is beyond a doubt that America is 
the most religious and the most orthodox country of 
modern Christendom, and that it is becoming more so 
instead of less. Dr. Dorchester ascribes.a measure of 
the success of the Church to the Sunday-school, which 
he regards as an institution especially of our own times 
and of the English-speaking world. 





Harriet Beecher Stowe, of late trembling between life 
and death, is fortunately honored in her lifetime by the 
publication of a daintily manufactured booklet of Flowers 
and Fruit from her (prose) writings. Of the general 
utility of books of Beauties, Wit and Wisdom, etc., there 
may be doubts; but the publication of the present vol- 
ume is very welcome, if only as a surprise. Few, even 
of those familiar with the long and irregularly meritori- 





ous row of Mrs, Stowe’s books, would have expected te 
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find so broad or so helpful a range of 
extracts, extending in theme from Yankee 
humanity to the spiritual life, from dogs 
to the higher education of woman, from 
naughty boys to the ultimate canons of 
art, and from that awful thing, the coun- 
try parlor, to the heavenly mansions, The 
Beecher family’s wit, spirituality, power 
of observation, and aphoristic neatness, 
are adequately represented here; and the 
editor, Abbie H. Fairfield, has not only 
chosen her hundreds of extracts with good 
judgment, but has put them together in a 
fashion lending itself to ready reference. 
(6444 inches, cloth, pp. iii, 198. Boston: 
Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. Price, $1.00.) 


_ BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
yeguiar edition this week is 128,000 copies, 
exclusive of copies used either as samples or 
for the filling of short trial subscriptions. 
Advertisers are jfree to examine ithe sub- 
scription list at any time, The advertising 
rate is $1.00 per line, with discounts of from 
5 per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on 
an advertisement running a year. An adver- 
tiser agreeing to take a ceftain uniform amount 
oJ space (not less than three inches) in each is- 
sue for a year, or a uniform amount of space, 
weekly, for a shorter period, the whole to amount 
to not less than one thousand dollars, may have 
such a position in the paper, regularly, as he 
may choose, so far as it will not conflict with 

earlier contracts with other advertisers, nor with 
the Publisher's idea of the general make-up of 
the advertising pages. All advertising, however, 
conditioned on an appearance upon the last page, 
will be charged an advance of twenty per cent 
wpon the regular rates. 


Coughs. — “ Brown’s 1 Bronchial Troches” 
are used with advantage to alleviate coughs, 


sore-throat, hoarseness, and bronchial affec- 
tions. 25 cents a box. 











Extraordinary, but nevertheless true, is 
truly said of the announcement of B. F. John- 
son & Co., Pubs., of Richmond, Va., in which 
they propose to show working and energetic 
men how to make from $75 to $250 a month 
above’ expenses. 


For nervous prostration use Horsford’s Acid 
Phosphate. Dr. W. Graeves, Northfield, 
Minn., says: “I have used it in cases of ner- 
vous prostration, and also in combination with 
other remedies in indigestion; it has proved 
as satisfactory as could be expected.” 


RECENT PANSY BOOKS, 


PANSIES FOR THOUGHTS. Selected from 
the writings of Mrs. G, R. ALDEN. By GRacE 
LIVINGSTON, 75 cents, 


Even those who know the author dest will be sur- 
— at the richness and adaptability of thought of 

hese choice selections, which seem to fit themselves 
into all human experiences. The volume is exqui- 
sitely bound in white or blue and gold, and makes a 
charming gift-book for all seasons. 


JUDGE BURNHAM’S DAUGHTERS, $1.50. 
am this story, we renew acquaintance with Ruth 
Erskine, one of the C pag oe bey girls, who now ap- 

ny as the wife of Judge Burnham, and stepmother 
his two beantiful daughters, Their home life is not 
altogether a happy one, but through its unpleasant 


experiences “ Pansy.” teaches some of her sweetest 
lessons. 


YOUNG FOLKS’ STORIES OF AMERICAN 
HISTORY AND HOME LIFE. Edited by 
Pansy. First and Second Series. 75 cents each. 
Fully illustrated. 

These delightful volumes have so much of varied 
entertainment and information that they are almost a 
library in themselves. Bright stories, bits of — 
history and biography, lessons in natural histo: 
poetry, all combine to make up a valuable collection. 
YOUNG FOLKS’ STORIES OF FOREIGN 

LANDS. Edited by Pansy. First and Second 
Series. 75 cents each. Fully illustrated. 


Curious, interesting, and instructive reading, that 
will give young readers much information in an easy, 
pleasant ‘way, and incite them to read and learn 
more of other countries. 


THE PANSY PRIMARBY 8. S. LIBRARY. 
No.3 Twelve illustrated volumes in a box, cloth 
binding, $3 net. 


S. S, superintendents and teachers will do wee b- 4 
examine this choice little library before making oth 
selections, 














We send the story, An Hour with Miss Streator, by 
Pansy, 40 pages, 12mo, on receipt of 3 cents in stamps. 


Lothrop’s beautifully Wustrated list of recent books, 
aud Wide Awake Calendar Jor 1889, mailed free to any 
address on application to 


D. LOTHROP COMPANY, Boston. 
““OXFORD” 


Teachers’ Bibl 
T. NELSON & SONS, 33 East !7th s N.Y. 


TEACHERS’ OXFORD BIBLES 
Hy s, Prayer Books, 
at about half the usual prices, 
A. D. MATTHE\ "S$ & SONS, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


y! Se d Christmas Cards, size 4X6 in, 
silver. RocKa¥FBLLAR, Somer IN. 
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By by the donor of the subscription, 
(| $3.00 A YEAR. 





MAKES THE BEST CHRISTMAS PRESENT. 


There ave many who subscribe to SCRIBNER’S MAGAZINE for their friends ; 
but it is always pleasant to have something tangible to present. 
have prepared a tasteful card certifying that the subscription is on our books, 
which we fill out and sign when requested to do so, and it can then be presented 


SUBSCRIBE NOW AND BEGIN WITH 






To meet this we 
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CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS, 743 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 





NOTABLE. BOOKS 
YOUNG PEC PEOPLE. 


SUMMER LEGENDS. Translate’ from the Ger- 
man of KUDOLPH BAUMBACH by Mrs. HELEN 
DOLE. 12mo, cloth, gilt top, $1.25 


“‘ Nothing of half the merit has been published since 
the translation of a 5 Aly es and the 
Stories of Hauff.”’ mercial Bullet 
THE CHRISTMAS COUNTRY. Translated 


from the Danish and German by MARY J, SaFFORD., 

Fully illustrated, 12mo, $1.25. 

A coliection of charming little stories ye 
Parag, one of the most desirable books for ho 

jay gi 


THE CAPTAIN’S DOG. By Louis ENAULT. 
Translated from the French 


by HUNTINGDON 
Smiru. 18 illustrations, 12mo, $1. 


A charming book in which the adventures of“ Zero,” 
the captain’s dog, are set forth in that inimitable style 
which only French writers 


THE SEARCH FOR THE STAR. A tale of 
life in the wild weeds. By EpwarRD WILLETT. 
12mo, illustrated, $1.25 

Full of adventure and hairbreadth escapes. Just 
the book for live, wide-awake boys. 


remy. et ang OF THE FRENCH 

NCES. Translated by Mrs. M. CAREY. 

with  tethetuaneny note by J. F. JaMESON, Ph.D., of 
Johns Hopkins University. 12mo, $1.25. 


THE BROLLO BOOKS, 
Prince of Writers for the 
ene edition. 


By Jacos ABBOTT, “ the 
oung.” A new and 
14 vols., bound ‘in 7. Cloth, 1é6mo, 


The {famous stories, which delighted and instructed 
the last two generations, seem destined to be no less 
popu ar with the young ‘neople of the present. Their 
se healthiness will always be appreciated by all 
c ren. 


JONAS BOOKS. By Jacos Axpsort, author 
wine mie Books,” etc. 6 vols., 16mo, gilt ane 
k, 


THE LUCY BOOKS, By Jacozs ABBOTT, author 
of ‘The Rollo Books,” etc. 6 vols., 16mo, gilt and 
black, $5.00, 

if 


BOYHOOD OF LIVING AUTHO 
WILLIAM H. RIpEING, Sketches of the on 
of Howells, Aldrich, Whittier, Gladstone, Clark, 
Russell, Frank Stockton, etc. 12mo, $1.25. 


CUORE. An Italian School-Boy’s Journal. By 
EDMONDO DE Amicis. Translated from the thirty- 
a Italian edition, by IsaBEL F, HaPeoon. 12mo, 


“Tt has remained for an Italian writer to give to 
English-speaking people the best book for boys that 
has yet been written. We say this with Tom rown § 8 
iets: schooldays fresh in our recollection. 
Portiand Press, 


BURNHAM BREAKER. By HoMER gone, 
author of the “ Blind Brother.” 12mo, $1,25. 
Like the “ Blind Brother,”’ which has e 
henomenal suteees - ‘Burnham Breaker” isastory of 

he coal regions, a constructed with remarksble 
skill, the plot being of thrilling but healthy interest. 

A better book for the young can scarcely be found. 


THE BLIND BROTHER. ($1,500prize ig ) 
By HoMER GREENE, 12m0, illustrated, 90 ce’ 
onan We know of nothing in recent sebaaben ¢ a 


PRINCES, AUTHORS, AND STATESMEN 
F OUR TIME. By James T. FIEexps, E. P. 
Waseea, CaNON FARRAR, LOUISE CHANDLER 
MOULTON, and others, Editea by JaMES PARTON. 
‘With 60 illustrations. 8vo, $2.50, 


T. Y. CROWELL & CO., 


13 Astor Place, New York. 
ILGRIM LESSON HELPS. 


TEACHER (m PILGRIM PESO OY AREREL IES. 
inate 4 N PAPER. 
‘LITT PIcT 


LGRIM SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPERS. 


Semi-mon thly, 24¢. 3 Eicathiy, 120. 
MAYFLOWER weekly, ec. 


ILGRIM REQUISITES. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL RECORD. 
MEMBERSHIP ROLL, * 
LIBRARY RECORD, etc. 


CHILDREN’S SERVICES. 100 conten, #. 
Published quarterly at 20c. per yea 
PILGRIM SONGS. r 100 copies, $30 ‘and #40. 
B@ Send for circulars and samples. “@G 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES supplied 
with our own and ali other publications. 
IN STOCK.— Hverything needed by pastors, super- 
intendents, and Sunday-school teachers, 


PILGRIM ALMANAC. "or P SiS for iss 


Unique and helpful. For young and old. 
Price, 3 cents; 100 copies, $2; in covers, Se. 


joyed such 





CLASS BOOK. 


| Congregational S. 8. and Pub. Society, 


BOSTON AND CHICAGO, 


EVANGELICAL PUBLISHING Co., 


Chicage. “Suggestive Outline Bible enoy oa 
Bible Keadings,” by John H. Elliott. 





to any one who wants totake mt Tien, Cl in tf 
meetings.” — The Sunday School Times. e,loth, $i pe aR 
copies for $5.00. » wo conta; 


_Know the secret of acess in 





A: S. BARNES & CO., 


Publishers, New York.., 
BOOKS SUITABLE FOR PRESENTATION, 


GOODYEAR’S ART STUDIES. 


A condensed history of art, profusely illustrated. 
By WILLIAM H. GoopyxaR, ately rator of the 
me Museum of Art. 870, cloth, 315 pp. 


9 writer presents a comprehensive yet brief 
sketch of architecture, sculpture. and [amet y in- 
tended for American use, —— such books as Liibke 
are too cumbersome and costly. 


HALE’S LIGHTS OF TWO CENTURIES. 


Fifty brief biogragtie* with portraits of some of the 
most dist ingni shed nae successful men in the past 
two hundred years. Edited by EpwarRp EVERETT 
Hate, Complete in one volume. Cloth. $1.75. 
An admirable book for young people curious to 

e. It is one of Mr. 

Hale’s most useful efforts. 


MRS. LAMB’S NEW YORK. 


An Tilustrated History of the City of New York. By 
Mrs. MarRTHA J. LAMB. 2 vols., cloth. $20.00. 
A complete history of the city from the earliest 
times. An elegant souvenir. 


BARNES’S POPULAR UNITEO STATES. 


A Popular History of the United States. B: 
autuor of ‘ Barnes’s Brief History . ,the 
Sta “ri a Fra nee,”’ o e,” 

World,” for schools. . 1 vol., ‘hath. $3.50 

This illustrated history has the adivantage of being 
complete in one volume, and presents the subject in 
an attractive form, which can be enjoyed by all mem- 
bers of the family, particularly the young. 


CARRINGTON’S BATTLES OF THE 
REVOLUTION. 


The Battles of the mag eyo with fifty-one full-page 
topographical maps. By . HENRY B. CaRRING- 
iow U.S.A. Ilvol., cpt Ge (new edition). Reduced 


atten 
” and “The 


‘An accurate description of all the battles which 
were fought for Am>rican inde a Highly 
endorsed by competent judges, both civil and military. 


LYMAN ABBOTT'S COMMENTARY. 


An illustrated commentary = the New Testament, 


re ne workers. . 
THE ._EP vISTLE OT 
just, ‘published, Price, $1.75. Previously. 
ary (#1. 75), MARK 4 st ge E ($1.00), 
ARK AND LUKE ($1.75) € OH ai. 75), 
1 mors c ($1.75). The set in5 volumes, $8. 
This Commentary is one of the most oes satis- 
factory, and useful that has yet appeared. 


BIBLE STUDIES FOR 1889. 


A Commentary on the International Sunday-school 
Lessons for 1889. By the Rev. Dr. GEoRGE F. PEN- 
TECOST. Paper Ne Son cloth, $1.00. In quarterly 
parts, $1.80 per doze 
The Bible een “ 1888 has been widely used and 
very accepta! 


me a oA potpedey fendi pusy on ars ye 
generally, or w s vy mail or express, on 
receipt of price by ee papers, ed eas 
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Til and 113 Lb og St, |S a & 265 Wabash Ave, 
NEW YO CAGO. 


STUDIES IN CaITICISM. 


By FLORENCE TRAIL 
1 vol., 12mo, 325 pp., $1.50. 

ConTENTs :~" Pools Filled with Water;” Glimpses 
into French Literature; Genius and Religion; : 
Genius and Morality, and other anes. 

Written with a keen sense of the beautifu’ and the 
subtle. A pure book filled with noble thoug ut. 


FOR SALE BY ALL BOOKSELLERS, OR BY 
WORTHINGTON CO., 747 Broadway, N. Y. 


VANGELICAL PUBLISHING CO., 189 
LaSalle St., Chicage. Truth ina Nutshell, 

By Harold F. Sayles. Being ~ pg, gee uotations 
briefly explained ‘and illustrated. 2c. e ; 15e. per 
doz. ; $1. vod gah os postpaid. Used b » looting workers 
everywhere Maj. D. W. Whittle oO mnye: “T have never 
found anything I like better for use with inquirers.” 


THE ILLUSTRATOR 


Best commentary on 8. S. lessons. Editor, Mrs. 
A. C. Morrow, * most practical and illustrative reli- 
~ writer of the age.”’ 6cts.acopy ; 60 cts. a year. 

HE ILLUSTRATOR, MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
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Yale Lectures 


Sunday-School. 


The following review of Dr. Trumbull’s 
new book is counted of sufficient interest 
to ro readers of this paper to be given 
in fu 


From The Golden Rule, of Boston. 


“We find in this so much to quote, com- 

ment upon and commend, that we wish it was 
still the custom, as it was in the early days of 
the New-Englander, to elaborate a review 
into a magazine article, and place it first 
before our readers, Each chapter is so full 
of matter, and is so carefully written, and 
treats so ‘important a subject, that it would 
make a valuable manual, it it were separately 
published. Here, then, we have ten volumes 
in one, and each of the ten is quite as com- 
plete as Dr. George Lansing Taylor’s ‘ What 
Shall We Do with the Sunday-school as an 
Institution?’ ‘The Sunday-school: Seven- 
teen Centuries of its Varying Progress,’ is a 
chapter containing a profound piece of his- 
torical writing, and stamps our learned author 
as one of the foremost annalists of our times, 
We find ourselves inclined at first to dissent 
from some of the conclusions of the lecturer ; 
but he is so reinforced by historical reference, 
and is so ponderous in reasoning, that we are 
brought to conviction. Our author is very 
bold, ee says, ‘There seems to have been 
absolutely nothing new in the Sunday-schools 
of Robert Raikes.’ Now this statement a 
student of the life and times of Raikes is dis- 
posed to resist until he contemplates a foot- 
note of half a page, citing chapter and verse 
in proof of the position so strongfy taken. 

“The volume is a perfect thesaurus on the 
matters it treats. There are allied matters 
that we have desired to study more exhaus- 
tively than they have hitherto been treated, 
but have waited until now to get the refer- 
ences that would start us in our work. There 
is, perhaps, no other author living that could 
have supplied such directions for the student 
and worker as are to be found in these invalu- 
able foot-notes. We arealready much indebted 
to them. Even this incidental matter is suf- 
ficient to make these lectures indispensable 
to any religious worker’s library. There are 
no persons interested in the Young Men’s 
Christian Association, or in Societies of Chris- 
tian Endeavor, or in missionary auxiliaries, 
who are not interested in Sunday-schools. 

“This book commands, deserves, and ought 
to have, the thoughtful attention of us all. 
In that shelf for teachers which ought to 
stand in every Sunday-school library in the 
land, without reference to denominational 
preferences, this book should have a place. 

we were asked which chapter we liked 
best, we should say as Mr. Webster did of 
. | Shakespeare’s plays, “The one I read last!” 
From ‘a reasonable familiarity with recent 
books on homiletics, we venture to assert that 
there is not ‘in any of them such masterly 
treatment of preaching to children. ... Every 
line in this chapter is true, and commands 
the assent of those who are not without ex- 
perience in this matter which has come into 
such importance in the church of to-day. An- 
other chapter that is being much discussed is 
the fourth, which treats of the supposed 
rivalry of ‘Sunday-schools and family influ- 
ence. Here the author has need to lay out 
all his strength. Who has not heard it 
lamented a hundred times, at conferences and 
elsewhere, that the Sunday-school has sup- 
planted religious training at home? Our 
champicn of the Suanday-school does right 
here a piece of his strongest writing. He ex- 
poses to view the mythical boundary of ‘the 
good old time,’ discloses the cause of the 
popular error on this point, and proves 
that family religion pivots on Sunday-school 

efficiency. 

“Tt is, all through, a tonic book. It hasa 
particular relation to our times, when church 
work in all departments is receiving such 
attention. We have often deplored that Mr. 
Trumbull, who is one of the strongest editorial 
writers in America to-day, allowed so many of 
his conspicuously good things to find expres- 
sion only in fugitive literature. Here is a 
book that will live after him, and to which 
any subsequent writers upon his topics will be 
very sure to be indebted.” 


A most suitable book for a Christmas 
present to pastor, superintendent, or 
teacher. Price, $1.50, mailed to any ad- 
dress. 





JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
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The Singer's Christmas 


racticing Christmas 
music, and to plan festivals. DETAON & CO. pub- 
lish a large number of Christmas Carols, Anthems, 
Songs, Quartets, etc. Please send for lists. 


Beautiful Cantatas for Girls and Boys. 


Good page . or Sailor Boy’s Ohristmas. By 
cents; $2.40 per doz. 

Babe of Bethichem. Children's voices and 
quartet, Benj. Cutler. 15 cents; $1.44 per doz. 
Jingo Bells. ‘Peculiar pea very pretty. Leo. R. 

Lewis. 30cents; $8 per doz, 
Christmas Gift. A Santa Claus story, 
25 cents; $2.40 per doz. 
Caught Napping. A mice er drama. Leo. R. 
Lewis. 30 cents; $3 per d 
King Winter. A true th incites cantata, L. O. 
Emerson, 30 cents; $3 per doz, 
Messenger oe, Christmas. 
cents; $3 per doz, 
beng a Songs and 
dren, 


Rosabel. 


T. M. Towne. 30 


Carols. For young chil- 
ate Douglas Wiggin. 12 cts. ; $1.08 per duz. 


Bright and Interesting Christmas Services. 
Joyful Chimes (5 cents; $4 per 100), Rosabel. 
ine) of our Lord (5 cents; #4 per 100), 
g of the Christ (12 ‘cents ; $1.08 
aoe Paes ik Sawyer. 

Cantatas for Choirs, Societies, etc. 
Christmas Eve (35 cents: $3.12 per doz.), Gade. 
Ohristmas (380 cents; $7.20 per doz.), Gutterson. 
Christus (40 cents; $3. 50 per doz.), Mendelssohn. 


Any book matled for retail price. 
~ Oliver Ditson & Co., Boston. 








A fine collection of 


Royal Piano Folio the very best instru- 


tee detek: tistinnaneies tia mental music by 
nen m posers, 
Paper ; 0b conte, Cloth $11 ae by mail, postpaid 
pilation of 
Royal Vocal Folio sestotestgemect 
collection has no superior nt of presit. 144 
pages. Paper; eb cents.Cl oth $100 y mail, postpaid. 
By Clara Burnh .F. 
Sion White Boon a new ana fascinstia 
juvenile operetta. Price. 
cents by mail, postpaid 


Y, P, S. C, EB the peat Peoples Meeting,” 


author = 
the celebrated “ Endea r= ab cents by 
mail, postpaid. 


Containing interesting 
MUSICAL L CALENDAR indoomnatiien polative 

to music and musi- 
cians, ‘na a ® condensed dictionary of musical terms, 
Price. 15 cents by mai 


The JOHN CHURCH CO, Ginsinuati, 0. 


And 19 East 16th St., New York City. 
Eor This Wear! 


XMAS MUSIC. 
SANTA CLAUS’ PRIZE.-"x.0%, 


Cantata, by Dr. W. DOANE, nfuat issued, is be- 
lieved to be Dr. Doaatie best. 1 furnish é de- 
lightful entertainment. Can be rendered after 
four rehearsa 

30 cents each by mail; §25 ner 100. 

THE ROYAL SON —A new Service 

* by Rev. Roperr 
Lowry, D.D. An exercise of great force and 
beauty. §4 per 100; 5 cents each by mail. 


ANNUAL NO. 19.-H erie aceists :% 
[bevel eatlval. of songs for any Sunday-school 
$3 per 100; 4<« 4 cents each by mail. 


aa A Lo od Catalo. s our , our other popular Cantatas, 
vices, and Xmas iy A sent on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 76 E. Ninth St, New York; 


81 Bandolph Street, Chiengo, 


NEW CHRISTMAS MUSIC. 


Our Kine EMMANUEL By Emma Pitt. 
CHRISTMAS ANTHEMS. By Eminent Com posers. 
CHRISTMAS ANNUAL, No, 2, By Em: nent Composers. 
EMMANUEL. B 83 F. E. Pettingell. 
BETHLEHEM’S Oy By Pemberton Pierce. 
THE WORLD’s MEsstaH, By Miss F. BE. Pettingell. 
THE WONDROUS BrrtH. By Ray and Beaverson, 
Joyous Sounps, By Sterrett. 

Price of each, Sc., prepaid, or 50c. per dozen, and $4.00 
per hundred, posta, ge to be added. Sample copies sent 
only on receipt of price. Stamps received, 


Mi. o & 60., 
No, 1102 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


TO S. S. SUPERINTENDENTS 
AND TEACHERS. 


Among the many new and attractive Bibben 

one, which we have published for the coming 
holiday season, are six Booklets especially adaptea 
for gin to Bible classes and 8. 8S, scholars, yiz, : 


A coast “GhEETING 18 Suse 


EVERLA CRATION. 
MRIS TWAS suNSHt 
25 cents each, poste id. be pk Lod ge to superinten- 
dents ape teachers. Agents Cat tplagnes yee 
BBOTSON BROS., Rienfela Springs, N. Y. 




















hri t ® vit 
If you haye been delayed in seleoting a Christmas service, and have now but 
little time for preparation, you can hardly do better than to choose the one entitled 


“Seeking for the Christ.” 


ne or two hours of practice, even within a week of the 


time for the service, will answer the purpose, although, of course, it is better to 


practice earlier. 


This seryice is choice enough for any school in city or country, 


It consists 


mainly of responsive readings (arranged by the Rev. Dr, Leonard Woolsey Bacon) 


and beautiful hymns and carols, 

and is sold at an extreme! 
Single copy, mailed, 

further reduction for large quantities, 


low price. 


It is tastefully printed in a sixteen-page program, 


ve cents; ten or more copies, two cents each, There is no 





The more elaborate seryice, entitled “ The Coming of the King,” requires a good deal of 


practice, and should be taken ht ld of early in order 
Shigh-olass Bie pe will be interested, 


seryice in which every lover of 
Price of the school edition, five cents ; 


e carried through successfully. It isa 
r hundred. The full Order for the Service, 


including full Organ and Voice Score of all ne 3 rousie for the choir, with edgeetons for the 


effective organization and conduct of the festival, is published separately in a 


Price, twenty-five cents. 


arge pamphlet. 





Address, 
_P, 0. Box 1550. 


JOHN D, WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











“Does - Any Book Here 
Suit You? 


THE JOURNEYS OF JESUS. By Addison D, 

A. tree. 700 pages. Our pr 

A comp ete A ~ 3.4 of the Journeys of our Lord and 
his disciples in Palestine, Correct maps and Ylustre 
tions o similar work. A text-book of the Gospels. 
OFFICES 0 THE meu SPIRIT. By 

abe ugan Clark, M. Db 

ounds With str: ah PAE) Tt will awaken 

a4 eeper ‘One of in the true spiritual life of God in 
the soul, One of the best works upon the work of the 
Holy Spirit 


PENTECOST IN oo LIFE. By 


sden, D.D, aed to 
“ephis | bas is de-ig to hel these seeking the 
mind of ¢ and en ofing lead holy lives, It 
fairly i tg 28 W th hel rial suggestions. 

DAILY HELP. cents; a dozen postpaid. 

Conthlae a a ve sé of Se aS jor eac’ to be 
kept hefore the mind for meditation and Sepbotion, 
comfort and nspiration. 
rreur *iirn at the Lx be ye thay Ay eg 

It y I of gS ans Sriehit with sterling 
truths, wt paints i 4 st d 9 eR ne bay hues the 
monster whose at y victims | 
LIFEO FRANCES Rip DLEY HAVENGAL. 

75 cen 50 cents, 

With cholge Felections = “her w ritings, 
Heraid says: ‘This book will prove an evange jist of 
peace and faith wherever it goés.” 
ey hy 4 MADAME GUYON. By herself. $1.00. 

A full account 05 her life and religious experience, 
exhibiting ber eminent piety, travels, and sufferings 
Born in a corrupt «ge, and in Tat ahirontes for ts 
degeneracy, nursed and reared ina c bed as profili- 
ped as the world in which it was bedded, perse- 
guied at every step of her career, ana i oping , a8 she 

id, tn the midst of aplintual ieamation be i ono nee, 
nevertheless, she arose to the highest pinnacle of pre- 

eminence in spirituality and Christian devotion, 


U LINGS, By Dr, Barnardo, $1.25. 
e suare, quarto, volume, band in most preteA 
r, pea color 


the cheapest Phiventié volnme issu neg 

ols r. Qvey 1,000 pictures, beautifully print 

Near rly’ Pages af excel'ent stories, poems, puzzles. 

and sketches of the most interesting and helpful 
character. Nothing trashy. 


Do you want in your church ous ant soul-st! ring 
music? You do? en on. AD Ha ELUJ 
or SONGS OF TRIUMP wan was ay! x 
Price of each, by mail, 34 cents. By express (not re 
paid), Re per dozen ; $30 per 100. Sample copy, 25 
te schools and churches. 
geen sent, postpaid, on receipt of price. 


T. 7. TASKER, Sr., Publisher, 
921 ARGH ST, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


THE CHILOREN are GRYING for THEM. 
BONNIE BAIRNS, 2,124 Wavex, author of 


ee Rabies.” 48 large 
quarto pages. Tn colors, 00, 
ph are pictures and jones: wrhatere aa mood, 
‘o help \ ou all smile, and n 


WORTHINGTON'S ANNUAL 2: Sure 
WoR Ti and colored 0.7 d4to, boards, 


RTHINGTON CO, 747 Broadway, W, Y. 


The Rural New Yorker is the best farm week- 
ly in the world. It will be sent on @ trial trip 
of ten weeks for 25 cents, Then you can judge. 
84 Park Row, New York, 

















Our New Sunday-sehool Music Book, 


HAPPY GREETINGS, 


Has music for the yearround, Sample copy, ra cts, 
ASA HULL, 150 Messen 8t,, New York, 


MUSIC | tat, Bissttcintecnis 





the” Mews of a 
SELF Established 12 y Notes, chords, 
TAUCHT. | accompaniments, t' +e poh laws, 


etc. Ten specimen lessons, le. rculars free. 
a. 8. Rice Musie Ccoa,, 248 Bt State at., Chicago. 
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A new Sunday-school Christmas C 
Price, $2.40 per dozen. Sample, by mail, 25 cts, 


THE ROYAL BRANCH - 


A new Sunday-school Christmas SERVIC 
10 o cts. per dozen. by mail, ig 
SOTO18 Avek se, 


ON J. HOOD, etiei5%, Ps. 
“THE } XMAS STORY, 


$2.00 per 100, Send five cents for 
this and new one. my, Juli ine of Xmas music. Send 
for any you see advertised, Six arent en les 
of services or carols for 25 cents. GOOD GH & 
WOGLOM CO, , 122 Nassau Street, New Yeon 
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CHRISTMAS EXERCISES yean. 

On receipt of three cents in stamps I will send FREE 
a copy of tye new Concert Exercises, besides other 
valuable a Sn atlont the Uelebrations. Send 
now, and ta me to selec reas J. 8. 

OGILVIE, Publisher, 67 Rose Bivoek Kew York 


THE ECHO 


Containing Christmas anthems, vertisements of 
programmes, and Sunday-school song hooks, sent 
free. THE ECHO MUSIC CO., La Payette, Ind. 
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No. 48, American Edition 


PARIS ILLUSTRE, 


With splendid double-page colored picture of a 


MOUNTED BODY GUARD 
of the Russian Emperor, by De Neuville. This 
picture alone ig worth double the price of the 
entire number, 25 cents. 


TO BE HAD OF ALL NEWSDEALERS, 
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_ PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is peamanee weekly 
atthe following rates, which include postage: 


ONE COPY, $2.00 a year. The same price percopy 
for any number of copies less than five, To a new 
subscriber, half price e100). 


TO MINISTERS, Missionaries, and Theol 
dents, $1.00a year, To new subscribers, 


cents). 
CLUB RATES. 
‘When the teachers of a school unite in subscribing 
for a number of copies, they can have the paper at the 
following low rates: 


FIVE TO NINE COPIES, one year, $1.50 each for old 
subscribers, and half price (75 cents) for new. The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
less than five. 


TEN OR MORE COPIES, one year, $1.00 each for 
old subscribers, and half price (S0cents)fornew. The 
total number of both old and new together to be not 
léss than ten. 

If a school has had a club at a higher rate, and 
wishes, upon renewing, to form a larger one ata lower 
rate, it is of course free to do so. 


FOR SMALL SCHOOLS. By an equitable plan, the 
Smaller schools, which can not well form large clubs, 
have the benefit of the very lowest club rate. It pro- 
‘vides that when the entire force of teachers in any 
school is less than ten, the club rate to such school 
shall be $1.00 each for old subscribers, and half price 
(59 cents) for new, on condition that the order for the 

pers be accompanied A a statement that the num- 
ber of copies ordered in the club is not less than the 
full number of teachers inthe school. This does not 
D.eup that every leacher must actually be asubscriber, 
but that the number of copies ordered must not be 
Jess than the full number of teachers. Persens who 
are not teachers may be asked to join the club, in or- 
der to secure the required number, Any number of 
coy. les in excess of the required number may be sub- 
acribed for atthe sametime. TZtachers belonging tothe 
same household may be counted as ONE in making such 
a statement of the number of Wachers in a sehook For 
example: If there are seven teachers in a school, two 
of whom belong to one household, and three to an- 
otner, the club subscription need not be for morethan 
four copies, in order to secure the low rate. 


WHO ARE “NEW” SUBSCRIBERS? By anew sub- 
scriber is meant one who has not taken the paper at 
any time during the past two years. 

ne shifting of a subscription from one member of 
@ household to another in order to get the reduction 
oilered to new subscribers is not allowable, although 
new additional subscriptions by or for other members 
of the household will be taken at the half rate. 


FREE COPIES TOCLUB ORGANIZERS. Any person 
forming a club of either grade, whether of old or new 
subscr; bers, is entitled to an additional copy free, 
except ng in the case of any club for less n ten 

formed on the “Small School” plan (Sven 
above). A second free copy. will be allowed when a 
club numbers forty; a third copy when it numbers 
sixty, and so on. 


HOW CLUB PAPERS ARE MAILED. The papers for 
aciub will be sent either to the individual addresses of 
the members, or in a package to one address, accord- 
ing to the preference of subscribers. The papers fora 
club should all go to one post-office, although in cases 
where a portion of the teachers of a school get their 
mail matter from one post-office, and others in the 
game school get theirs from another, the papers will 
be sent accordingly. 

Different schools are not to unite in the formingofa 
club, but each school should have its own club, at 
whatever price the number of copies taken entitles it, 
ry she name of the school should be mentioned in 

e order. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as Faby eg A ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 


r. 

Pdabscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

If aclub subscription is renewed by some other per- 
son than the one who sent the previous subscription 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating tha’ 
the club he subscribes for 
formed last year by 


THE HALF-RATE PLAN has been adopted because 
of the belief that no more judicious advertising outlay 
could be made than that for pon | a fair trial of the 

per. A new subscriber is entitled to the half rate 
for one year onix- 

The paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time paid for, unless by special request. The 

rs for a club will invariably be discontinued at the 

xpiration of the subscription. Renewals should 
therefore be made early. 

Enough copies of ony one issue of the ow to en 
able all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be 
sent free, upon application. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row, 
ndon, E. C,, will receive yearly or nerrenty su 
scriptions for The Su —— School Times @ paper to 
be sent, postpaid, direct from Philadelphia to the sub- 
acribers) at the following rates :— 
from 1 to 4 copies, 
“ §to9 . 





cal Stu- 
price (50 


es the place of the one 





10 copies and upwards, 7s. 
To secure the above rates for five or more copies, the 
pers must be ordered at one time, and they will be 
sent either singly to the individual addresses, or in a 
ackage to ons padrets, whichever may be preferred 
yy the subscribers, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
P. O. Box 1550. 
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CHAPPED 
— ANd ~— 


Scaly Skin 


PREVENTED BY 
(iticura 
~3 So ap é- 


SKIN. BLEMISHES, ROUGH, 
cracked, scaly, and reddened skin and hands, 
are er overcome by that most exquisite of 
— pautifiers, the CUTICURA MEDICATED TOILET 
SOAP. 

It stimulates the sebaceous glands to pour out the 
sebum or oily matter designed to lubricate the skin 
and scalp and keep them healthy, and thus pre- 
vents blackheads, pimples, and many forms of juin 
blemishes not affected by any other soap. 

For preserving, agen and beautifying the 
complexion and skin, and imparting that velvety 
softness and whiteness of the hands so much de- 
sired, it is incomparably superior to all other Skin 
7a coe h Price, 25c. Prepared by the 

everywhere. ce, y 
PotrerR Drv@ AND CHEMICAL Co., Boston, Mass. 
a@- Send for “ How to Beautify the Skin.” 


BABY'S*icaty vondiS asses oan 





YORTURING 





mR Sy 


A Practical Christmas Present, 


The number of bright women who no 
longer doubt that PEARLINE saves time, 
labor, wearand tear inall washing and clean- 
ing, and is withal perfectly harmless, reaches 
millions—and increases daily—a fact proven 
by the consumption of the article, which is 
equal to two packages a year for every 
family in the land. 

Every pound package of Pearline which 
you give away will enable a poor woman 
to do in half a day, washing or cleaning that 
would consume a whole day if done in the 
ordinary way, with soap ; besides, the work 
will be well and easily done, and the things 
washed (as well as the woman herself) will 
not be rubbed to pieces. 

We think most women would appreciate 
suchapresent. Toproveall this, geta pack- 
age of PEARLINE from your grocer, and 
wash or clean something by the labor-saving 
directions which are on every package. 

Beware of imitations. = 


JAMES PYLE, New York. 








SCOTT'S 
EMULSION 


OF PURE COD LIVER OIL 
AND HYPOPHOSPHITES 


Almost as Palatable as Milk. 


Containing the stimulating properties of the 
Hypophosphites combined with the Fattening 
and Strengthening qualities of Cod Liver Oil, 
the potency of both being largely increased, 


A Remedy for Consumption. 

For Wasting in Children. 

For Scrofulous Affections. 

For Anemia and Debility. 

For Coughs, Colds & Throat Affections. 


In fact, ALL diseases where there is an in- 
flammation of the Throat and Lungs, a 
WASTING OF THE FLESH, and a WANT 
OF NERVE POWER, nothing in the world 
equals this palatable Emulsion, 5 
SOLD BY ALL DRUGGISTS. 

I have used MAGER’s EMULSION in my practice with 
satisfactory results.—S. C. Thayer, M.D. Boston. 

I have used your Emulsion of Cod Liver Oil in lun 
and other debilitating diseases. Imustsay I have h: 


grand success, the best of any I ever used.—G. P. 
homas, M. D., Lowell, Mass. 


HOPE (ok THE CONSUMPTIVE 


in the use of Wit ©’s Compound 
of Pure Cod Liver Oil with Phosphates, mild 
and agreeable in taste. Sold by druggists generally. 


ON 30 DAYS’ TRIAL. 














pad different from all 

y is cup shape, with self- 

adjusti lin centre, adapts itself 

to all positions of the body, while the 

. ball in the cup holds the rupture just 

as a person does with the ey ay With light pressure 

the hernia is held securely day and wight It is easy, 

durable, and cheap. Sent ieee. ulars free. 

EGGLESTON USS CO., Chicago, Ill. 





CHOICEST FOODS IN THE WORLD. 


L. B.C. STEM COOKED 


CRUSHED WHITE OATS. 


A.B.C, Wheat, A.B.C, Barley, A.B.C. Maize, 








Hulled, Steam-cooked, Desiccated. 
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS!! 
Made from the Finest Grains. 
American All Impurities Removed. Pre- 
SE pared 
Ask for A. B. C. Brand only. 
Breakfast Registered Trade Mark.) 
“= | For sale by all Grocers. Send for 
MP'e Co.,69 Murray Street N.Y 
“9 rra ree . 
(incorporates 1875)". 
AND CANDY 
BOXES for 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOLS 
AND 
FESTIVALS, 
We are pleased to offer this ye 
a new ihe of BOXES and a= NOVELTIES 
for Sunday-schools. Alsoa fine assortmentof PURE 
CANDI Please write for a descriptive circular 
and prices. 


for the table in ten minutes. 
Cereals. i. 
CROFT & ALLEN, 


1226 Market St., PHILADELPHIA, PA, 





same COOD NEWS 


inTea 
Greatest Bargains Gomes. 
‘or particulars address ' 
& GREAT AMERICAN TEA Co. 
81433 Vesey St.. New York, N.Y. 
Delicious COFFEE! 72's a2 always 
“‘Wood’s Old Dutch Java Coffee” 


Ifyour dealer does not supply it, send 4e. 
> SY postage wits his address, and your own for 
sample,toThos. Wood &Co., ton, Mass, 

% 5 IMPROVED 
HIRES’rooT BEER 
Delicious, Healthful Temperance Drink for Men, 
Women, and Children. 25c. packet makes 5 galions. 


F RE TEST of Seal Brand Coffee. 

Send 6 cents for }ib sample. 

CHASE & SANBORN, Boston, Mass. 
INSTANTANEOUS CHOCOLATE. 


No trouble, no potlint: sours ready Put up in 1b 
tin cans at 7c. STEPHEN F. WHITMAN & SON, 
inventors and only manufacturers, Philadelphia, Pa. 




















HUTCHINSON’S 
BEST GiovEs 
For driving or street wear. Made with 
care from selected calf. kid, dogskin, buck- 
skin, 4 cheverétte, and warranted. Those 
wishing serviceable gloves, and to save 
money, send stamp to the manufacturer 
for his book about gloves and how to get 
them. Established 1962. 
JOHN C. HUTCHINSON, 
Johnstown, N. Y¥. 














BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 


Its merits asa WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
eepers. 





ee can te bate ee aa ae oh 
B. 8. WILTBERGER, Prop., 239 N. 3d St. Pa 





URSES send to WOOLRICH & CO., Palmer, 
»9 Mass., for pamphlets on the = 
of rearing children. It will cost you noth ng, 
and by observing directions therein, much bene- 
fit will be derived. 


IF YOU WANT A US. contain as » to 200 of 
FLORIDA Siero it: 
ORANGES for Brights, pt ot 


note to O. M. CROSRY, 99 Franklin St.,. New York. 


ee ( 0. LODSAY PIn C) 


Safety Pin i Openst: ither side. Send 
e. phehe he and qesuhvoan of samples ER RE. 
H. TWITCHELL & SON, Union City, Conns 


Skates, Scroll Saws, 
Tool Chests. 


PALMER, CUNNINGHAM, & CO., Limited, 
607 Market Street, Philadelphia. 
Send for Christmas catalogue. 
Best W: 'RICES, 
CHAS. 


rf 
L. PAGE, Chicago, lll. 


PANELED METAL CEILINGS 


The best for churches, stores, or residences. Send for 
c Jar, Give measures for an estimate. H.S,NOR- 
THROP, corner Centre and Franklia Sia.. New York, 




















‘MANTELS, TILES, GRATES 
TILE FLOORS, BRASS GOODS 





~ 


’ WORTH REPEATING. 


MY FRIEND. 
[By W. M. L. Jay.] 


At set of sun, 

Through musings dun, 

A knock broke on my startled ear, 

A voice said, sweet and silvern clear,— 
“Open, a Friend is at thy door.” 


I answered slow,— 
* No friends I know, 
Nor trust in friendship any more,— 
Friends sting and flay, 
Friends go their way, 
And leave one lonelier than before, 
etter to dwell apart, 
eping an empty heart, 
Than see love’ssmile become hate’s frown,— 
Better a stirless gloom, 
Shut in a silent room, 
Than ghosts slow-gliding up and down.” 


Again the sweet voice came,— 
** Yet open all the same, 
For I have need of thee, 
Though thou hast none of me,— 
I hunger, thirst, am naked, sick, and poor; 
The weary sun is set, 
My loeks with dews are wet, 
My face with tears,—I pray thee, ope thy door.” 


Such plea I could not choose 
Unpitying to refuse, 

Yet half-reluctant still the bars I drew, 
Gave food and wine, 

Garments of mine 

Mended and cleansed to look like new,— 
Nay, more, as love with labor grew, 
And patient use brought skill, 

Turned nurse with right good-will ;— 
Lastly, my scanty purse did part 

With him who so had won my heart. 


Oh, wondrous change and rare! 
In royal garments drest, 
Not suppliant, but KING, stood there, 
And clasped me to His breast,— 
Not guest, but Host, 
Who, in his turn, fed me at dearest cost,— 
Not pensioner, but Friend,— 
A Friend at sorest need, 
Of kindest word and deed,— 
And best of all, a Friend, 
Whose love flows on and on, and knows no end. 





A TRUE VIEW OF LIVING. 


[Robert Louis Stevenson, in Scribner’s Magazine.] 


of conduct at all think of it too much; it 
is certain we all think too much of sin. 
We are not damned for doing wrong, but 
for not doing right; Christ would never 
hear of negative morality; “thou shalt ” 
was ever his word, with which he super- 
seded “thou shalt not.” To make our 
idea of morality centre on forbidden acts 
is to defile the imagination, and to intro- 
duce into our judgments of our fellow-men 
a secret element of gusto. Ifa thing is 
wrong for us, we should not dwell upon 
the thought of it, or we shall soon dwell 
upon it with inverted pleasure. If we 
cannot drive it from our minds—one thing 
of two: Either our creed is in the wrong, 
and we must more indulgently remodel it ; 
or else, if our morality be in the right, we 
are criminal lunatics, and should place 
our persons in restraint. A mark of such 
unwholesomely divided minds is the pas- 
sion for interference with others: the Fox 
without the Tail was of this breed, but had 
(if his biographer is to be trusted) a cer- 
tain antique civility, now out of date. A 
man may have a flaw, a weakness, that 
unfits him for the duties of life that spoils 
his temper, that threatens his integrity, or 
that betrays him into cruelty. It has to 
be conquered, but it must never be suf- 
fered to engross his thoughts. The true 
duties lie all upon the farther side, and 
must be attended to with a whole mind so 
soon as this preliminary clearing of the 
decks has been effected. In order that he 
may be kind and honest, it may be need- 
ful he should become a total abstainer; 
let him become so then, and the next day 
let him forget the circumstance. pr iced 
to be kind and honest will require all his 
thoughts; a mortified appetite is never a 
wise companign ; in so far as he-has had 
to mortify an appetite, he will still be the 
worse man; and of such a one a great 
deal of cheerfulness will be required in 
judging life, and a great deal of humility 
in judging others. 

It may be argued again that dissatisfac- 
tion with our life’s endeavor springs in 
some degree from dulness, We require 
higher tasks, because we do not recognize 
the height of those we have. Trying to 
be kind and honest seems an affair too 
simple and too inconsequential for gentle- 
men of our heroic mould; we had rather 
set ourselves to something bold, arduous, 
and conclusive; we had rather found 4 
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hand or mortify an appetite. 
task before us, which is to co-endure with 
our existence, is rather one of microscopic 
fineness, and the heroism required is 
that of patience. 
the Gordian knots of life; each must be 
smilingly unravelled. 

To be honest, to be kind, to earn a little 
and to spend a little less, to make upon 
the wholea family happier for his presence, 
to renounce, when that shall be necessary, 
and not to be embittered, to keep a few 
friends, but these without capitulation, 
above all, on the same grim condition, to 
keep friends with himself,—here is a task 
for all that a man has of fortitude and 
delicacy. He has an ambitious soul who 
would ask more; he has a hopeful spirit 
who should look in such an enterprise to 
be successful. There is indeed one ele- 
ment in human destiny that not blindness 
itself can controvert—whatever else we 
are intended to do, we are not intended to 
succeed; failure is the fate allotted, It is 
so in every art and study; it is so, above 
all, in the continent art of living well. 
Here is a pleasant thought for the year’s 
end, or for the end of life: Only self- 
deception will be satisfied, and there need 
be no despair for the despairer. 

WANAMAKER’S. 

IT IS NOT NECE*SARY TO COME TO THE STORE TO 
enjoy pee bite nt Sy of + Be sy Department._ A Cita- 
logue of Books can be 
order whatever publications you care for,and know 
that. yon are only paying a reasonable price, 

This ought to be a great book season. Last holiday 
s@ason pobtishere did little. You were asked to buj 
reprints from former years or new editions of stan 
ard works. Now you have both and an added yarlety 
of good new books of many sorts, sumptuously boun 
printed, and illustrated. 


Rembrandt's Etchings The harm f pene of Christ 

Sweet Nature Mother Son ngs 

Home of Shakespeare All Things right 
Each of these isa vision, but all only a hint of the 
novelties in literature and art. The names,—do the: 
not awake a wish to look within the covers, to see 
their new-made brother books, to own y ourself or buy 
for others? 

There is a vista in that bookstore of ours with 
Mother Goose smiling through her spectacles in the 
distance, and who may deny the potent spell of her 
nom-de- -plume. 

SILK ISCOLD. YOU DON’T FEEL E SNUGGLING 
up to the common run of Silk Mufflers or Silk Hand- 
kerchiefs in chilly weather. It takes a Ms slice of 
wit on the maker’s part to get up a soft, #warm Silk. 
No one equals Brocklehurst in that. His “ London 
made” Mufilers (yeally made in Macclesfield) have 
crowded ‘satin finished” and the whole covey of 
stiff, dressinyg-loaded styles to one side. Some very 
good Mufflers, though, that never saw England— 
almost as cashmerey in finish. There’s a Chinese 
imitation, heavy twilled, pure silk, that’s singularly 


Chinese Imitation English Mufflers, 75c. each, 

English Mufflers, $1, $1.2 25, 50 .50, $1.75, $2, $2.50. 
me, extra heavy, nches uare, 50— 
almost 4 ounces of pure silk. ” i 

Domestic Muffiers, 65c. to $2 each. 

French Mufflers, $1 and $1. r each. 

Colored Mufflers, 65c. to ach, 

ok 4 Cashmere Mufilers | (wool, cotton warp), 

e 


to 75 
Silk-and-Cotton Mufflers, 50c., 65c., and 75c. each. 


Plain White Mufflers, satin stripes, 75c. each. 
JOHN WANAMAKER 
Philadelphia. 


VES THE LARGEST 
Exclusive 
SI ss cS SILK HOUSE 
In this Country. 


The reason we sell more silks ae ig te the mails 
than any other three houses combined, is because our 
8 aks are well Pay iy fs in almost every county in the 
United States to be the most beautiful and best wear- 
ing silks made, and our prices are much lower than 
the same he orn can be obtained from any other place. 
Send for a eek 
New Fall Silks, most beautiful ever shown. 

ew Black Surah, worth 85c., only 59c. 

New Black Faille, ‘actually worth Sl,only 8240. 
The Finest $1.00 Black Silks ever offered 
> ye Grains, aimaies, ete  eeene, Armentes, Surah 

e Luxor zimirs, ete. ,— 
eoree tt ate 41.50 per . silks that are positively 
Extra Fine Black ‘Gros Grain, worth $1.75, 

only $1.19. 
New Colored Failles, only $1.00, 
in every shade, and actually worth $1.35. 

Send 8 cents in gampe, stating whether you most 
desire Black or Colored Silks, and we will send you a 
choice lot to select from, and return stamps with first 


order, 
GHAS. A. STEVENS, 


69 State Sire CHICAGO, ILL. 
Please mention <The Sunday Sckool Timesin writing. 


“It’s Not the Coat tne Makes a be i 


PANTS, ITs HE 
$3.00 BP j N T S Sskae 
to $8.00. to $30.00. 
OVEKCUATS, $12.00 to $30,00. 
Send 6 cant ‘or 2 ples and particulars. 


BAY STA €oO., Custo 1 
34 ti wise Paes Boston, Mase ene, 


EVERYTHING TO EAT, WEAR, OR USE, 


At prices that will interest Sou. Send 10 Cente, 
lor Buyers’ Guide. MONTGOMERY, WAR 
& co., iu. 114 Michigan Ave., Chicago, a 


FOR has CLEANFAST sey 
> > ae STOCKINGS. 
| P. Robinson Co. Dye. 
refunded if ‘na y atain the feet or fade, ae 


Fast tT HostEnyY Co., 






































THE CLEAN- 
925 Broadway, New York. 


WORTH DOING. 


Write “N apenel. =e Mat Co.,” Beaver Bang te 
teel 





for illustrated circulars of the Hartman 
Wire Door Mat and their Patent Steel Picket Fence. 


W.L. DOUGLAS $3 SHOE, 


And other specialties, are ead pr Ney fully ev 
other week in this paper. Read the ad. ery 





But the ; 


There is no cutting of 


ad for the asking. You can. 





Three Wonderful Sewing Machines 


The New Singer Automatic, 


(Single Thread,) 


The New Singer Vibrator, 
The New Singer Oscillator. 


These machines are especially adapted for ali kinds of family 


sewing. 


OFFICES EVERYWHERE. 


PERFECTION GUARANTEED. 


. ‘The Singer Manufacturing Co., N. Y. 








(Makers of 8 Million Machines.) 








A CHANGE OF PATTERNS. 


As we are preparing for a complete change of patterns for 
the Spring Season, have determined to make a specialty of our 
line of Ingrains for a short time, and have marked down a large | 4 
number of choice designs, in both All Wool and Cotton Chain, 
prices of which will be found in the following list of bargains: 


Axminster, . e . 
Velvet, best grade, e . 
Velvet, second grade, . ° 


Body Brussels, best grade, . 
Tapestry Brussels, best grade, 
Tapestry Brussels, second grade, 
Ex-Super Ingrain, ail wool, best, 
Ex-Super Ingrain, cotton chain, 


e $1.25, reduced from $1.75 
e 1.05, reduced from 1.40 
° 95, reduced from 1.20 
. 1.10, reduced from 1.25 
e .65, reduced from 80 
° 52}, reduced from 65 
e 60, reduced from 75 
e 50, reduced from 60 


Persons making furnishings can find in our regular stock 
all the latest Novelties in Colorings to suit the present styles 


of Draperies. 


John & James iakiaiias 


FALLS OF SCHUYLKILL CARPET MILLS, 
S09, 811, ana 818 Chestnut Street, Phila. 








Felt Shoes 
and 
Slippers. | . 





Prevents Rheumatism and 








COMFORT AND EASE. 


Now for & comfortable evenin 
day. Those felt slippers are r 
Cold Feet: my tired feet. 


Perrect Ease 
AND 
Comrort. 


Made In all Styles 
for Men, Women, 
and Children. 











Send for Illustrated Price- 


after a wearisome 
havens of rest for 





Mention The Sunday School 
Times. 


DANIEL GREEN & CO., 122 EAST 13th STREET, NEW YORK. 








Silk Novelties. 


JAMES McCREERY & CO. 
have received a Special Impor- 
tation of Rich Noveltiesin White 
with Silver, White with Gold, 
Black with Silver, Black with 
Gold, and all Black Brocade 
and Brocatelle Effects, 

Write to us for damples and 
prices, 


Broadway and (Ith St., 


NEW YORK. 


* “Ged: SENSE” 


DED CORSET WAISTS 








‘3 & ice ? WATCHES. 
AS dil Wainy se Baka fret | 








LADIES! (|= 


Shoes, 





CHURCH fuanivune 


Manufacturers in the Cou 
s. CamALL & 00...» Boston, 









W. 
SON. ero 


H:D-OSTERMOOR & SON. 








Sct. 


Aye yl < 
ic. LLISTER, Optician. 4 Optician, 49 Nassau tog Na Vo 


MAGIC LA aaere 
ae aT 








siderite Ibert $t., 
Bemicts, fc FOR SUNDAY- -SCHOCLS 


a merino. 
nd for lige, a 
Cc. A. HAR act to4 182 N. 3d - Phila., Pa. 


FLAGS AND BANNERS 


For Sunday-schools and all other uses. 


SISCO BROS., Baltimore, Md. 
Send for illustrated Catalogue. 


CHURCH LAMPS AND ) CHANDELIERS 
WITH OUR CELEBRA RNERS. 
Satisfaction 
















No. 36 South 24 St.. Philadelphia, Pa. 


McShane Bell Foundry | 
Finest Crade of Bells, 
axD Psais for CHURCHES na 








Send for Price and Catalogue. Add: 
- McSHANE & CO. 


[Mention asaree ve 





INVESTMENTS 
SAFE Scrplan,_“ace;970 


Guarantee Strength, $1,150,470 


Rocoré of our 18 VY EARS’ business 
16, ee Mortgages — aggregating $12, 6 38 




















“ - “@ «6 e Hy 

Inierest aid - - ~ - 3348-408 

~ iron pa acereant - e ° - 8,7 750/163 

"We have 3,014 to whom we can refer, 
are 2,014 patron o the largest, but 


the SAF EST business, 
savings poe port ome for Small Amounts. 
furnished by 


information 
J.B.WA TKINS LAND MOR TGAGE Co., 
LAWRENCE, KANSAS; 
Mew York Mang’r, RENRY’ DICKINSON, a9 ‘Greateey. 


KEYSTCNE MORTGAGE CO, 


EEN, DA 
oasitw, - = 'gnS0,000. 
Our Farm Mortgages bearing 7 per cent interest, 
payable semi-annually in New York Exchange, se- 
cured by James River Valley farms worth three to six 
times their amoun , principa' and interest both guar- 
anteed by us, are a choice and safe investment for 
investors. We also issue Certificates of Deposit for 
six months, or longer, bearing six per cent interest. 
be @ can offer some choice Real Estate Investments in 
berdeen, the leading city of Dare. 
Wm. H. Woolverton, President N. Transfer Co., 
New York. First National Bank, ‘biairaville Pa. 
Oxford Nationai Bank, Oxford, Pa. Hon. John Ott, 
ss Solicitor Pennsylvania R. R., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Thatcher, Mortgage Broker, West Chester, Pa. 
Address us for einesiorn and full information. 


H. E. Bat, Prest. Eo. C. , MORRELL, Vice Prest. 
DS ARE 











OUR EpEN't URE BONDS 
Ss AN AR HIGHER t INTEREST 
tiAN GOVERN MENT BONDS. 


We have was is Bene yp sums, to moet the needs of 
nd small investo 


KANSAS INVESTME ENT co., 

An aisle eaplenatory mpnist oat free on ap- 
CHAS. Bancray, 
305 chestnut St. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 


aaa im all Branches.” Bonds and 
other 4 to 8 per cent. Luvestments, 


SA KEANS@sBANK 


CHICAGO succsas PresTONKEANsG., 


New York @thice: 4 Wall Street, 


ARM¢ ® | MORTGAGE 
beans seu NeSS COUNTY 
'S: 


Gro, C. MORRELL, 
101 Devonshire St. 
Boston, Mass, 








Send tor ful Particular aoe A peerone _ 
Wustrated Hand-bo nk émans. so water St- Boston. 
WARREN LOAN AGENCY, 
Fairbury, Nebra 
Has great ongers sence in loaning oo in Nebraska 
cast. 


for persons All loans made absolutely safe, 
Rates net to le nders, 7 to per cent. Time, one to six 
years. For details and reterences, write for or cireular, 


Manhattan Lite Insurance Co., New York, 


YOU HAVE LIVED AND WON. 
For example of its operation address the 
giving your age. 


TS American Investment Co.,, 150 Nassag 
St., New York, ee ea reer ge Oe 
in Investment Seeurities, all guaran 
Assets, October 1, 1888, $2,000,600.00. Send full 
intormation and references. E. 8. ORMSBY, President. 


\ VARANTEED FARM BONDS of 
ay sa RUST AND BANKING CO,, 
Atchison, Kan., Senator igha 3. Ligalls, president. 
Send for information to R. MANLEY, manager 





Eastern Office, 18? Broadway, New York. 
AMERICAN 
FIRE INSURANCE CoO., 


_30S and 310 Walnut Street. Philadelphia, 


BVIRGINIA 


I: 4 wo abe So SOLD 


BAXTER Cc. “SWAN; 


MANUFACTURER OP 
CHURCH, HALL 
AND LODGE WORK 
In great variety. 

Also, Sole Manufacturer of the 
avorite School Desk, 
‘eachers’ Desks, Church an@ 
Sehool Supplies, éc., 

Write for information to * 
244 & 246 South Second $t., 
PHILAD' A, PA, U.S Ae 


me ABE ELSHAW, 


Successors to 


SHAW, APPLIN & CO. 


Manufacturers of 


P Suits 


27 Sudbury S&t., 
Send fer Cnialogue- BOSTON 
















Established 1780 4 





THE VERY_BEST 
Chureh Light. 
OIL GASor ELECTRIC. 
Over one hundred styles 


Wheeler & Reflectors and 
fleetor Chandeliers 

for every conceivable usr. Catalogues 

free. Please state wants. 


WHEELER BEFLEOTOR CO. 

2» ~aemhagson 8t, | 88 E. Lake 8t, 
Boston, Mass. Chicago, IL 

2 and 27'N. 13th 8t., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The GREAT § Of 


CHURCH LIGHT 


PRES, Pojess Redestrs ts 
or ve the 
} Best t knowa 
Churches, Stores, Show indows. 
Theatres, d 


etc. New an: 
room. 
eiveral 


hy! and the trade. 
“Pe PMMA, ss: Peal Se Ye 














_ 1857. 
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TOO EASY. 
Katy—Cleanliness prevents disease. Johnnie, 
what is the best medicine for dirt? 
Johnnie (indignantly—Humph! Sapolio! Give 
me a hard one. 


‘‘A disease known is half cured.” If 
your house is dirty buy a cake of 


SAPOLIO. 


It is a solid cake of Scouring Soap used 
for all cleaning purposes except the laun- 
dry. No. 5. [Copyright, March, 1887.] 
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SPECIAL OFFER 


CHRISTMAS PRESENTS. 


et a 








‘This music box, 17 inches long, 834 wide, and 534 high, 
playing the following tunes, will be sent on receipt 
of $15: 

1. Coronation. 
2. Rock of Ages. 


6. The Prodigal Son. 
6. My Old Kentucky Home. 
3. Refuge. 7. Home, Sweet Home. 
4. Marching to Zion. 8. Jesus Shall Reign. 
Over 5,000 Music Boxes, from 50 cents to $1,400. 
Fine illustrated catalogue sent on receipt of 4 cents 
postage. 




















HOOKS&HASTINGS 
BOSTON, MASS. 
uilders of the Grand Organs in Tremont Temple 


the Cathedral, Boston; Plymouth Ch 
yn; Music Hail, Cincinnati. and of cover 1,40 


CHURCH ORGANS ror 


very part of thecountry. We invite attention to ou 
new styles of PARLOR ORGANS, at irom R6co to $x 
an upwards. MUSIC COMMITTEES 
RGANISTS, and others are invited to apply to us 
id atormation cepnected with our art, Bs 
1VE CIRCULARS and specifications furn: on a 
plicatidn, Second-hand Organs for sale at low ate ql 











PIANOS ORGANS 
150481500. UNIVERNT) ssa u 8500, 


Famous for Beauty, Sweetn: 
Durability. A ent 
Tr 


No ET agree Se 
direct to purchase: 








Every one thinks of 


EARS, Catalogue free, 
Marchal & Smith,235 E.21stSt.N.F 
Estey when an organ is 
wanted. Send for illus- 


ESTEY esc 
QRGANS ESTEY ORGAN CO., 


Brattleboro’, Vt. 
FARRAND &VOTEY]. 
ORGAN S&S | 





DETROIT, MICH. 








CORNISH |n.czescarsusteree™, Sor 
ORGANS CORNISH & Co., 
Washington, N. J. 








ON’T BUY till seeing the catalogue of Bur 
DETT ORGAN Oo., Limited, Erie, Pa. 








THE CEREALINE COOK BOOK, 
containing more than two hundred recipes, will be sent 
toany one who will mention where this advertisement 

wo 





‘was seen, and enclose a two-cent stamp for 
The Cerealine Mfg. Co., Columbus, Ind. 


SCOTT’S EMULSION CALENDAR FOR 1889. 


The above is an exact copy of our Calendar—MEDITATION—most natural and life-like ; the perfection of the 


lithographic art in Twelve Colors. 
on receipt of 5 cents in stamps, or two for 8 cents. 


SCOTT’S EMULSION OF COD LIVER OIL WITH HYPOPHOSPHITES is the great remedial 


If you have not obtained one from your druggist, we will gladly mail one 


ent for Wasting 


Diseases— probably no food medicine in existence is so potent in building up and restoring the wasting conditions of children 


and adults as this Palatable Emulsion. 


For the early stages of Consumption it is the most effective remedy ; and if it will not absolutely cure, will give comfort 


and prolong life in the latter stages of the disease. . 


is atrial. Mention this paper. 


It isan admirable remedy for Colds and Chronic Coughs, relieving the cold at once and building up the system. All we ask 
SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists, 132 & 134 South Fi 


Avei, New York. 
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Something which the younger scholars, at least, wiil appreciate, is the roll of Golden Texts 
for 1889. There are sixteen pages (75 inchs), and upon each page are three golden texts in 
large, clear type. The leaves are turned upon a brass bar, and the whole device is suspended 
by a colored cord. Printed in red and black, upon light blue paper. 

Single copy, ten cents; five or more, eight cents: each; titty or more, seven cents each. 


Mailed to any address upon receipt ot price. 


‘Tke-Lessor-Koll: 


The Sunday School Lesson Roll tor 1889 will give the full text of the lesson, and also the 
golden text for each Sunday. All the lessons of the year thus given in the one. lesson-poll 
(size, 60 pages, 75 inches). It is printed in two colors, and is arranged to hang in the scholays 
room, When a week has passed by, the leaf for that week is turned upon the wire hanger, and 
takes its place back of the other leaves. The lesson roll takes the place of the lesson calendar 
of former years, and will be furnished at the following prices : 

Single copy, fifteen cents; five or more copies, twelve cents each; fifty or more copies, ten 
cents each, ailed to any address upon receipt of price. 


Re 


Of the International Sunday-school Lessons, with both the Common and the Revised Version, 
given in full on opposite . A little book (244 inches, 160 pages) containing all the lessons 
of the year. It is printed on thin, tough = and neatly bound in cloth, with side stamp in 
color and gold. Only a quarter of an inch ick. Just the thing for those who wish to look 
over the lesson at odd minutes. Choice enough for a gift to teachers or scholars at Christmas. 
Single copy, by mail, twenty-five cents; five or more, twenty cents each. 


Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
P. O. Box 1550. 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


JOSEPH GILLOTTS | .00,V0U.WANTA GoLo waTcH? 




















EDUCATIONAL, 


aac COLLEGE] London,Can. Catalogues, 
, FOR YOUNG LADIES. | Rev. E. N. English, Prin, 











ANY BOOK! 


a CO-OPERATION reduces cost. Write tothe 
SAMPLES Al 
ee 


KEYSTONE WATCH CLUB CO., 926 C 
nut St., Phils., for full particulars of their plan. 
GOLD MEDAL PARIS.EXPOSITION 1878. = end 3 Stamps fe pos age 
B 30s T PERFECT OF PE nd books. Neat, cheap, selfsealing, yg 


ne og 
PRP. VAN EVEREN, 116 Nassau St., N. Y¥. 








BIBLE READING CIRCLE. | BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


A plan for increasing interest and prods of con- THE ak oo wane on 
e . ° > 
hilad 


secutive Bible reading. Particulars of 
Rev. D. L,. HOLBROOK, Lake Geneva, Wis. 1334 Chestuut Street, P elphia. 











5 E> Writing thoroughtytaugns 
SHORTHAND byimall.or pemonaly. 


EVERY ONE STUDYING MUSIC 


will get valuable information free in the new Illus 
trated Calendar. Address EK. TOURJEE. @oston. 


“DO NOT STAMMER.” 


John Wanamaker writes: “ I never saw worse stam- 
merers than some of those you brought to me, and the 
cure that was wrought upon them was very rapid and 
trulv wonderful. Iam willing to say this in writing, 
or tell it toany one who may calluponme.” Refer to 
J. D. Wattles, publisher of The Sunday School Times, 

Send for ee, pamphlet to E. Ss. JOHNSTON, 
Institute, N.E. Corner llth and Spring Garden 
Streets, Philadelphia. 


Would You Like to Be Guided 
in. a Helpful, Instructive 
Course of Reading, 


approved by Lyman Abbott, D.D., Edward 
Everett Hale, D.D., James H. Carlisle, 
LL.D., and other eminent men? : 








More than 60,000 persons are pursuing such 
a course under the direction of the Chautauqua 
Literary and Scientific circle. We quote a few words 
from these students: J 


“ Many a. lonely hour has been cheered, and thought 
and memory turned into new and delightful channels, 
by thesereadings. I hope to be better and stronger 
intellectually for the hours spent with my books.’’— 
New York City. 

“T regret that I could not have had the advantage 
of such a course in early life; but it has brought so 
much comfort and happiness that I rejoice in the 
blessing, even though it came to me a quarter ofa 
century late.” —Maine. 


Address, for full information, 


CHAUTAUQUA OFFICE, 
PLAINFIELD, WN. J. 


Estab. 1876. KANSAS CITY, MO. Incorp. 1886 
Paid-up Capital, - $1,000,000.00 
Surplus, - - - - 175,000.00 

ers Guaranteed Real 
on Drawing 6% pFar name areupoce 
SaMUEL M. JaRvis, Pres, ROLAND R. CONKLIN, See. 
Eastern Offices: 239 Broadway, New York; 











144 South Fourth St., Philadelphia. 





The Sunday School Times intends to admit advertisements that are trustw . Should, however, an advertisement of a not in good th 
ouly hep 4. > _— ak party 3 standing be inadvertentlv inserted. 
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